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Christian Fellowship 

By Laura S. F. Woodruff - 
RECIOUS the meeting of Jesus’ true 

members: 
Heart answers heart in the pure, gentle 
flame 

Kindled by breathing of His Holy Spirit, 
Lighting to glory each life in His name. 


This is the mountaintop feretaste ‘of 
Heaven; 
Here feast the branches in love with 
the Vine, 
Fed by His life blood to nourish the 
dying 


Down in earth’s valleys, with new life 
divine. 


Here would we linger, enthralled by the 
‘ vision; 
Harmenies swell as no earthborn could 


sing; 
Banished the foe who long sought to 
divide us; 
ee ee 


Getting Right. With a Brother 


How rare is the Scriptural procedure’ 


when there is trouble between breth- 
ren! Our Lord said, “Moreover if thy 
brother shall trespass against thee, .go 


, and tell him his fault between thee and 


him alone ...” (Matt. 18:15). The order 
given in this verse and the following 
should be carefully noted. Before doing 
ahything, we should put ourselves 
through a test something like this: Has 
my friend really trespassed against me? 


Or was the incident that troubles me 
due merely to thoughtlessness, or for- 
getfulness, or his peculiar sense of 
humor? If he has not done anything 
wrong, then it is not worth taking up 
with him or anyone else. But suppose 
he has wronged me? I would do well 
to bring it before God in prayer first 
— “trust in him at all times; ye people, 
pour out your heart before him” (Psa. 
62:8); “Be careful for nothirg; but in 
every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let -your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 
Then the next step is not to talk to 
others about the trouble, but to take it 
up with my brother. This requires grace, 
calmness of mind, and a little holy bold- 
ness. It should not be done in heat or 
in the energy of the flesh, for that will 
only make matters worse. It is only if 
there is a real wrong, and if my brother 
refuses to listen to me, that I should 


enlist the help of others. Undoubtedly 
one source of weakness and division 
in our churches today is the almost com- 
plete neglect of this passage in Matthew, 
and the pernicious habit of talking to 
anyone and everyone except the wrong- 
doer. Promiscuous criticism spreads like 
poison in a church, mission, or other 
Christian organization, and can work 
irreparable damage. Of course human 
nature rebels against this command of 
our Lord’s, for the flesh takes the line 
of least resistance. But the fact that 
this plan for clearing up quarrels is hard 
for the natural man is not at all a rea- 
son why a Christian should not follow it. 
In this, as in all other problems of the 
Christian life, we have our Lord’s sure 
word, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
Christ “gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14). 


Our Daily Trials 


IV. Unkindness 


“Do good to them that. . 
fully use you” (Matt, 5:44). 

“Charity ... endureth all things” (1 
Cor. 13:7). 


UR Saviour warned His disciples 

to expect unkind and despiteful 

usage from others, even from 
those to whom they might have looked 
for better things. This is one of the 
frequent trials which beset us all; and, 
in thinking’ of it, we are led to remark 
how much more bearable are the, trials 
which come direct to us from the hand 
of God, than those which.are caused 
by human agency. In sickness, even in 
bereavement, the soul is led, by the very 
sense of its own powerlessness, to stay 
itself upon the Hand which invites it; 
and as a holy man has remarked, “There 
is a nearness of God in His chastise- 


. despite- 













Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord upholdeth all that 
fall, and raiseth up all these that | 
be bowed down” (Psa. 145:14). 














ments, which brings a sense of deep and 
awful and most thrilling joy into the 
soul; we feel as if He were depriving 
us of ‘all, but to give us Himself.” But 
when the soul is smarting under the 
sense of human injury or injustice, there 
is a depression which it is hard to mas- 
ter. It is not at first, not perhaps till 
after long discipline of sorrow, that 
we begin to realize that even these 
wounds come to us indirectly from the 
same loving hand. He permits if He does 
not inflict them. In the smallest trial, 
the most trifling injury to ourselves, to 
our reputation, or to our substance, there 
is in truth no such thing as “a bow 
drawn at a venture.” The arrow may 
be sent by human hand, but its course 
is foreseen, its aim determined, its work 


to the ground. 
gathering up whatever scattered grains 
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greatly loved and reverenced by all 
who knew him, and whose distinguish- 
ing characteristic was a gentleness and 
almost womanly tenderness toward all, 
when writing of the death of a dearly 
‘loved sister, adds, “The real bitterness 
of this trial was when I thought of many 
things in which I have been far less 
kind to her than I ought to have been.” 
Sadly suggestive are these words to us, 
We pride ourselves upon our warm af- 
fections, and the depth of our attach- 
ment to relatives and friends. We claim, 
perhaps, no ordinary commiseration for 
the wounds which others have inflicted 
upon us; for their want of due consider- 
ation for our feelings, and regard to our 
wishes; for the slights and neglects we 
have sustained. Well, is there hothing 
to be said upon the other side? Can we 
hold ourselves clear of all inconsidera- 
tion for the wants and feelings of others; 
of all harsh judgments and unjust sus- 
picions, of any word or deed which could 
be said to have at least the appearance 
of unkindness? Could we indeed hold 
ourselves so clear, I fancy we should,’ 
on the other hand, find much less to 
complain of in others; for in the main, 
we take it, the poet was right who said, 
“Gently comes the world to those who 
are. cast in gentle mould.” <A quiet, 
consistent course of Christian kindness 
is hard to be resisted even by the most 
obdurate. 

And yet we cannot hide from ourselves 
that there is and will be unkindness 
among us to the end of time; and some 
must be the sufferers therefrom. Cruelly 
unkind and unjust interpretations are 
put on very pure motives. Deeds of 
flagrant injustice are committed. Miser- 
able selfishness and inconsideration on 
the part of others involve us in much 
suffering. There are those who. seem 
destitute of natural affection, who can 
look upon sorrow and suffering which 
they have caused, and seem almost in- 
different to it. There are those, aye, 
we fear there are many among us, to 
whom the comfort of a kind word or 
loving deed, from one they khow of 
would be a boon, precious as the drop 
of cordial to revive a drooping frame; 
and yet such word or deed is withheld. 
Hard it is to speak of comfort for such 
griefs as these. It seems as if we were 
searing a gaping wound, which can only 
tolerate the gentlest handling. View- 
ing it in its merely human aspect, there 
seems little enough to be said in the 
‘way of comfort; yet a few thoughts of 
peace may be suggested. 

Give hope some part to play in this 
matter. Of all the flowers in our poor 
heart’s garden, let hope be the last to 
fade and die. The most rugged and 
ill-tempered natures have been known 
to possess some soft point by which they 
might at length be melted. It may be 
that the unkindness shown was net all 
intentional. “There is that slippeth in 
his speech, but not froth his heart.” Or 
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even if it were in his heart, then who 
shall say what time, and change; and 
all the modifying circumstances of life 
may not effect by God’s grace in won- 
drously softening, subduing, and pierc- 
ing what has hitherto seemed so wholly 
impenetrable? Think, also, what may 
have been their trials, who are such 
sources of pain and anguish to us. None 
can pry into the secrets of another’s 
inner life; but if we could do so, it is 
very possible that we might discover 
burdens, sorrows, and bitternesses but 
little suspected. This conduct, which is 
to us so trying and inexplicable — the 
strange coldness and indifference, the 
sharp poignant words — may be but the 
expressions of a disturbed and harassed 
mind, calling rather for our pity and 
compassion than for our resentment. It 
may be that in that great heart-opening 
which shall be hereafter, when we shall 
no longer “see through a glass, datkly,” 
but know even as we are known, that 
some whom we have looked upon as 
callous and unfeeling may show them- 
selves but as sufferers from “anguish 
long suppressed”; their harsh, discord- 
ant rfotes, which jarred so upon our 
yearning hearts, having softened into 
Heaven’s perfect harmony ! 

And, finally, let us look. upon this trial 
as we would upon @l others — measur- 
ing it, if we may, by the side of His 
sorrows who was “in all points tempted 
like as we are.” If we would®rightly 
estimate what we endure through slight, 
or neglect, of any unkindness, let us look 
for a moment at what our Lord suffered 
in this respect, and that not from His 
enemies only, but from ‘those who at 
least appeared as His chosen friends. 
Of the twelve disciples, those toward 


whom He had been ever the unfailing 


friend and benefactor, with whom He 
had taken sweet counsel, who had eaten 
and drunk at His table; of those twelve 
dear special friends, one betrayed Him, 
one denied Him, and in His hour of 
greatest need all forsook Hifh. Of three 
arhong theth, He seemed especially to 
ask syrhpathy at one time when sotrow 
pressed upon Hirh, even on Him, so 
familiar with its bitter draught. He bade 
them tarry ahd watch while He went on 
to prayer. It becomes us not to judge 
the conduct of those apostles of our 
blessed Lord, or we might ask if it 
were neglect or heartlessness which 
made them so regardless of His injunc- 
tions, and drew from Him the expostu- 
lation, “Could ye not watch with me 


one hout?” We know that they had . 


much love for Him, and much sorrow, 
but “the flesh is weak”; and thus not one 
was found to watch with Him, but all 
slept during that dark time when He, 
their Lord, wrestled in His midnight 
agony. 

Need I rernind you of the ingratitude 
He tet with? Think of the ten lepers 
all cleansed, ahd nine of thetn depaft- 
ing without one word or sign of thank- 
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fulness! Of the multitudes whom He 
had healed, or fed, or taught, or .com- 
forted by His gracious promises — who 
could yet let themselves be swayed by 
the malice of His enemies, and join in 
the cry of “Crucify him. . . .We have 
no king but Cesar.” Of the thoughtless- 
ness He met with, when after whole 
days spent in works of mercy, and nights 
in prayer upon the mountain, they must 
rouse Him from His sleep. He who 
giveth sleep to his beloved, surely He 
(Continued on page 192) 
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The Strength of John 10:28, 29 


(A letter from Ernest Gordon) 


At times a point in exegesis is lost 
in passing from the writer to the 
rinter and that was the case with 
he explanation recently offered of 
John 10:28 and 29.1 The Authorized 
Version feading is, in part, “Neither 
shall any man pluck them out of od 
hand ... arid no man is able to pluc 
them out of my father’s hand.” The 
word “man,” however, is in both cases 
inserted by. the translator. The real 
translation is, “Neither shall anyone 
pluck them ‘out of” (Our hands). 
This amg seem a matter of slight 
import, but I believe otherwise, Those 
whom our Lord probably had in mind 
were spiritual ers, the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, and pre- 
eminently Satan himself. In the last 
analysis we wrestle with and are en- 
dangered by the wiles of the Devil 
more than 4a Hence we are to 
e Lord and in the power 
of His might. Hence, too, in praying 
the Lord’s Prayer we should ask for 
deliverance not merely from evil, evil 
things, or even evil men, but for de- 
liverance from the Evil One, ton 
Poneron. 

This great qnemy, then, the Lord 
probably had in mind when He said, 
‘Neither shall-anyone pluck them out 
of my hand.” is is inclusive. ; It 
comprehends those in the shado’ 
realm behind the phenomenal world, 
as well as their evil human agents. 
But, after all, the source of evil 
is beyord human sight. 

The Lord Jesus here affirmed the 
power of his own protective might— 
“No spirit of evil can pluck them out 
of hand.” And then, as if to give 
double assurance, he adds: 4 

“My Father . . . is greater than all. 
No one [(audeis] in earth or in hell, 
is able to as them out of my 
Father’s hand.” 

“I and my Father are one,” He goes 
on to say. This is a double potency. 
Neither “principalities, nor powers” 
nor any created me (human or 
superhuman) “shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which ‘is in 

, Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

The dangers from men pale. before 
the dangers from demonic evil. One 
’is quickly convinced of this who 
a little into the literature of spiritism 
and demonology. 


1 In the editorial, “A Treasure-Trove of Bible 
Study” (Nov. 2, 1946), which was a review by 
Mr. Gordon of the four volumes entitled 





“Word Studies in the New Testament,” by 
dmans 


Marvin R. Vincent, D.D/ (Wm: B. Eer 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids 3, ‘Michi, $20.) 
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Robert Murray McCheyne 


A young Scottish pastor with a consuming passion for souls 


ments of the world have been 
started by young men and young 
women, Alexander, called “The Great,” 
became ruler of the Macedonian Empire 


Sax of the greatest forward move- 


before he was thirty. Martin Luther ~ 


started the Protestant Reformation when 
he was thirty-four. William Carey be- 
gan the modern British missionary 
movement when he was thirty-one, and 
American Protestant missions were in- 
augurated by young students at the Hay- 
stack prayer meeting. Henry Martyn, 
the famous missionary to India, laid 
down his life when he was thirty-one, 
and David Brainerd, the “apostle to 
American Indians,” died when he was 
only twenty-nine. © 

Robert Murray McCheyne was a flam- 
ing evangelist in Scotland, who preached 
the Gospel with power and died before 
he was thirty years old. But he was 
used to accomplish a marvelous work, 
and the influence of his life still abides. 
The story of his ministry, as told by Dr. 
Andrew Bonar, has stirred the souls of 
uncounted thousands of Christians in 
many lands. 

Robert Murray McCheyne was born 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, on May 21, 1813. 
He was the youngest of five children 
of Adam McCheyne, a prosperous law- 
yer, and a man of strong character and 
convictions. ‘The mother was a high- 
minded Christian with a buoyant, loving 
nature, which her son inherited. 
Robert was not. precocious as a boy, 

though he easily learned the Greek al- 
phabet from his father at the age of 
four, He was said to be fun-loving as 
a boy and not especially religious. He 
was studious, and entered the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen at the age of fourteen, 
being graduated from the Divinity 
School eight years later. 


What Led to His Conversion 


Although brought up in a Christian 
atmosphere, Robert was not a born-again 
Christian until his last year at the Uni- 
versity. While he was there the death 
of an elder brother greatly sobered him, 
and led him seriously to consider the 
purpose of his lifé and his future des- 
tiny. He studied for a time under Dr. 
Thomas Chalmers and was later influ- 
enced by the notable brothers, Horatius 
and Andrew Bonar. Robert accepted 
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour 
with a sincerity and passionate glow 
that burned in white heat for the rest 
of his short life. The effect of his con- 
version was seen first of all by his 
friends and in his own home. While 
his parents were highly respected church 


By DELAVAN L. PIERSON 


The man of whom Mr. Pierson 
writes, in this eleventh of his bio- 
graphical sketches, must have been 
“gnto God a sweet sayour of Christ,” 
and he was indeed to believers “the 
savour of life unto life.” And those 
other words of Pavl’s, in the same 
passage, seem to have had a more 
complete fulfilment in his life than 
in many others: “God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ” (2 
Cor. 2:14-16). One of the most stir- 
ring and heart-searching biograph- 
ical books in English Christian liter- 
ature is Andrew Bonar’s “Memoir 
and Remains of Robert Murray Mc- 
Cheyne.” It is now out of print, but 
is one of the volumes which may be 
reissued by the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute in “The Wycliffe Series of Chris- 
tian Classics,” under the general 
editorship of Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 
It is likely also that Mr, Pierson will 
issue in book form the series of bio- 
graphical sketches of famous mis- 
sionaries, ministers, and laymen 
which the Times has been publishing 
during the past year. If this volume 
appears, announcement of it will be 
made in the Times. 








members, their son pleaded with them 
to dedicate their lives anew to Chris- 
tian service, 

McCheyne decided to devote his life 
and talents to the Gospel ministry and 
entered the theological seminary with 
new zeal. He was greatly impressed 
by the statement he read in the West- 
minster Confession on “The Sum of Sav- 
ing Knowledge,” and found there a firm 
foundation for his faith. 

At the age of twenty-two the young 
man was ‘licensed to preach by the Es- 
tablished (Presbyterian) Church of 
Scotland and worked for a year at Lar- 
bert, after which he was called to the 
newly established St. Peter’s Church in 
Dundee. Here he continued his intensely 
spiritual. ministry until his death six 
years later. In his diary he wrote: “Zeal 
is the only temper ‘appropriate to the 
business of religion”; but his zeal was 
according to knowledge and the flame 
was fed by the Spirit of the living God. 
“Most. ministers,” he said, “seek to set 
Christ before their people, but they do 
not earnestly enough exhort, beseech, and 
persuade men to accept Him as Lord and 
Saviour.” 

In Dundee, Robert McCheyne labored 
night and day with unflagging devotion. 
He. soon became known as a powerful 
preacher, so that people of all ages, 
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churches, and conditions flocked to hear 
this messenger of God. But it was his 
saintly life and glowing face that at- 
tracted hearers, even more than his elo- 
quent sermons. Robert never married, 
though twice he seemed about to take 
a wife. He was truly wedded to his 
ministry and was so filled with devotion 
to his Lord that there seenied little room 
for another who might divert his at- 
tention. Life for him was an experi- 
ence in God and for God as revealed 
in Christ. His passion was for “souls! 
souls! souls!” to be won for eternal life. 

Dundee was a newly founded parish, 
of which McCheyne was the first pastor. 
“Most ministers,” said Dr. Alexander 
Whyte, who followed him there, “have 
felt the outpouring of the Spirit, with 
seasons of revival followed by days of 
heavy depression. But with Robert 
MecCheyne there were seven years of 
constant revival.” 

They were difficult years, too, for the 
young minister encountered opposition 
from the “Modernists” or “Moderates,” 
as they were called in those days. Many 
flung taunts and jeers at the youthful 
preacher, who was often ridiculed by 
some who held high places in the church. 
But, far from intimidating him, these 
taunts stimulated him and drove him 
to more prayer and greater activity for 
his Master. “If I could hear Christ pray- 
ing for me in the next room,” he said, 
“I would not fear a million enemies. 
Yet distance makes no difference. He is 
ever with me and is praying for me.” 


Whole Nights of Prayer 


McCheyne was Aruly a man of prayer, 
and, like his Master, sometimes spent 
whole nights in prayer. He rose early 
and set apart hours every day for prayer, 
since he depended not on himself but 
on the Holy Spirit for power and fruit- 
fulness in his ministry. His diaries 
show that he prayed for himself and 
for the members of his flock by name. 
He prayed for his: enemies and for his 
fellow ministers, He prayed for his 
church officers and for the eleven classes 
into which the congregation was divided 
for instruction and visitation. It seemed 
that he was never out of touch with 
God. ' 

The Bible was the great source book 
from which he gathered his sermon 
material. He studied it in the original 
languages until he was “mighty in the 
Scriptures,” and their truth and imagery 
pervaded his natural, everyday language. 
When the preacher entered the pulpit 
he seemed to come from the very pres- 
ence of God so that, like Moses, his face 
shone. The church was often crowded 
with over a thousand hearers who 
seemed to be awed by the tall, fragile, 
youthful preacher, so ethereal in look 
but so earnest and inspired in his mes- 
sage. He did not read his sermofis, but 


; used notes and spoke out of his heart 


with a message from God to men and 
women -who. must choose life or death 
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for all eternity. He preached a full 
salvation offered to all ori the basis of 
union with Christ and acceptance of 
His finished work for man’s redemption. 
He carefully avoided the error of specu- 
lation about+the Gospel, but preached 
the Good News itself. The grandeur of 
the tidings gave a glow to the message 
that “through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins.” “Enlarge 


my heart,” he cried, “and I shall’ 


preach !” 

Pastoral work was not neglected for 
the inspifation received from Bible study 
and prayer. He recognized the fact that 
the knowledge of men and of their great 
need is essential to an effective minis- 
try. In his house-to-house visits Robert 
McCheyne impressed people as much as 
in the pulpit. “He was so methodical, 
inspiring, and unceasing that he ‘made 
pastoral visiting an exact science,” re- 
ported Dr. Whyte. He was watchful and 
discriminating in his dealings with in- 
dividual souls; and his notebooks re- 
cord carefully tabulated visits. He had 
an especial love for children, and they 
responded to his tactful approach. His 
whole life was marked. by giving out 
what God had given him, so that he was 
never formal or cold. 


Is it any wonder that children, as well 
as their elders, looked eagerly for his 
visits in the home, and that they crowded 
into the church, standing in the aisles 
and corners to hear him preach? He 
was as tender and full of passionate 
earnestness when he spoke of the des- 
tiny of the wicked as when he told*of 
the great sacrifice of the Saviour. Of 
one Sunday experience he wrote in his 
diary: 

Sabbath afternoon; preached on Judas’ 
betrayal; of Jesus. Felt much more ten- 
derness than ever before. Oh, that I might 
catch the infection of His love, of His 
tenderness — so wonderful, so unfathom- 
able — that under it souls were melted ! 
McCheyne’s ideal for the Christian 

minister is revealed by his sermon notes 
for an address based on 1 Thessalonians 
2: 1-20: 
(1) “Bold in God”—need for courage and 
obedience to Him (v. 2). 
(2) Speaking the Good News of God— 
the Gospel message (v. 2). 


(3) “Not of deceit . . . uncleanness, nor 
in guile” (v. 3). 

(4) “Put in trust with the gospel” (v. 4) 
—God's stewards. 

(5) “Not as pleasing men, but God” (v. 
4). No use of “flattering words.” 

(6) “No cloke of covetousness or seeking 
glory from men” (vs. 4 to 7); not 


burdensome but “gentle ... as a 
nurse.” 

(7) “Affectionately desirous of you .. . 
willing to have imparted .,. our 


own souls” (v. 8). 
(8) “Laboring night and day”—without 
charge (v. 9). 
(9> “Holily and justly and unblameably 
we behaved ourselves” (v. 10). 
(10) “We exhorted and comforted and 
charged every one of you . . . [to] 
walk worthy of God” (vs. 11, 12). 
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(11) ee we God without ceasing be- 
Ps the word of God... 
effectually "worketh” (v. 13). 
(12) “Our hope,.or joy, or crown of re- 
joicing . . . our glory and joy” (vs. 
19 and 20). 


MecCheyne evidently did not seek 


money as a reward for his services; His 


salary in Dundee was only £200 ($1,000) 
a year and, while many other parishes 
offered him a larger salary for less work 
if he would come to them, he refused. 
He was moved by the Spirit of an 
evangelist, and often responded to calls 
for help in other districts of Scotland 
and answered so many Macédonian calls 
from Ireland and elsewhere that some 
of his own parishioners complained of 
his absence. His one great ambition 
was the service of Christ and, like his 
Master, he refused to spare , himself 
although his health was far from robust. 
This was one reason for his never marry- 
ing. 

Finally he was persuaded by friends 
to take a period of comparative rest by 
going with a-church deputation to visit 
the Holy Land to inquire into the state 
of the Jews. His weakness of body 
and the rigors of the journey almost 
caused his death on the way, but the 
visit to Palestine made a great impres- 
sion on him. His letters home also 
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déeply impressed the whole Church of 
Scotland and awakened new interest in 
the Jews and their salvation. 


During his absence from Dundee, the 
Church of St. Peter’s was in charge of a 
young man, the Rev. William C: Burns, 
afterward a famous missionary to China. 
When Robert McCheyne returned home 
after an eight months’ absence, he found 
that’ the whole city was stirred to its 
depths by this young evangelist so that 
the streets leading to the church were 
crowded with men and women going 
to hear the Word of God. McCheyne 


(Continued on page 179) 


1Mr. Marshall Broomhall of the China In- 
Miss: his biography, “Hudson Tay- 
~The Man Who Believed God,” has this 
of between Hudson Tay- 
illiam Burns: “It was at this 
he was brought into touch with 
the apostolic missionary William Burns, whose 
wide experience as an evangelist in the Home 
countries, ‘and in China, made him just the 
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My Escape From the Monastery 
Aa all-night vigil end an early moming Aight 


This is the third part of the story, 


By WALTER MANUEL MONTANO 


‘ 


“The Monk Who Lived Again,” by 


Dr. Montano, director of the Westérn Hemisphere Evangelical Union. 


Y BIRTHDAY was January 1, 1927, 

and, as was customary, it was cele- 
brated in the large living room of the 
monastery. They all took part in that 
kind of festival, specially imported wines 
were served, and lots of things hap- 
pened during this celebration. The night 
of January 2, after we finished repeat- 
ing the prayers in the choir, the Supe- 
rior indicated that there was quite a 
bit left from the previous night, so we 
were called back to the living room. 
No one could understand why I was not 
taking part in that celebration, although 
it was my own birthday. The Superior 
came to me with these words: “What 
is wrong with you? Why aren’t you 
happy? Are you trying to spoil your 
own birthday party?” 

I just fixed my eyes on the beautiful 
Oriental rug and did not answer a word. 
As soon as he went to the other side, 
I managed to leave the living room and 
went to my own dormitory. In the se- 
eret of my thoughts I said goodby to the 
priests, to the choir,-to the living room, 
and to the other places that were so 
familiar to me. I went to my dormitory 
with the determination to escape from 





the monastery. With that in mind, I 
packed my personal belongings. 

At midnight the other priests came 
to their dormitories, and I had. to be 
very careful not to make any noise. 
There was a great battle going on in 
my heart, perhaps the greatest battle of 
my life: “Shall I go on with my, deter- 
mination, or shall I still remain here 
until death?” Standing inside the door 
of my dormitory, the night seemed end- 
less, like an eternity. The minutes crept 
—time seemed to have stopped com- 
pletely. All that night of terror, the 
terrible thought came to me: “If the 
Superior should enter my room this min- 
ute, what would he do if he found me 
dressed in my white robe and black 
cape, ready to leave this place?” 

At last, in a room near by, the alarm 
clock rang—it was four o’clock. The 
brother in charge of calling us to the 
choir went from door to door repeating, 
“Benedicamus Domino.” When he stop- 
ped before my door, I managed to an- 
swer, “Deo gratias.” Leaving the patio 
around which we had our dormitories, 
he went to the other sections of the 
monastery. Putting my shoesinder my 
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arm, and taking advantage of his having 
opened the door froi.: cne patio to an- 
other, I followed him at a distance with- 
out being heard or -seen. 

He passed the Superior’s door and I 
had to pass the same way. But as, I 
reached the Superior’s door, one, of: my 
shoes fell to the floor. How terrified I 
was: “Will the Superior come out and 
find me? Will the brother realize, dis- 
cover, and denounce me?” 

Apparently no one heard, so picking 
up my shoe I went ahead. The greatest 
obstacle was before me, as the doors 
connecting the monastery to the church, 
the only way to go out to the street, 
were locked. The working man in 
charge of the keys had his room near 
the ancient temple of the Sun, built 
by the Incas, the very place in which 
the Dominican monastery is built today. 

I threw little stones at his door, and 
Pedro, the young man who kept the 
keys, came out, asking in a loud voice, 
“Who is it? Who is it?” I said, “Be 
quiet, Pedro. Do not make a noise, It 
is Father Luis. Come down quietly. I 
have to speak to you.” 

Waking suddenly from his sleep, he 
found it hard to realize what was hap- 
pening, saying, “What is wrong, Father? 
What’s the matter? Why are you dressed 
up in your black cape and carrying your 
suitcase?” My answer was, “Pedro, 
please open the doors.” 

“No, Father,” he said, “the Superior 
would punish me. It is too early to open 
the doors. And if you have to perform 
any sacred ceremony outside, you do not 
have your companion with’ you. Some- 
thing is wrong. I cannot open the doors. 
I am forbidden to do so.” 

“I do not have time to explain,” I 
told him. “I am in a hurry. You know 
how much I like you. I know how much 
you like ‘me, and this is the time for 
you to show that you really care for me. 
Just opén the doors. Later on I may 
be able to write you or see you.” 


A Very Dangerous Moment 

Then Pedro realized what my inten- 
tions .were. .Obeying with trembling 
hands and trying to persuade me to 
turn back, he pleaded, “Why are you 
escaping from. the monastery? Every- 
body: likes you here. You have done 
so much for the people. All the priests 
respect you. Why are you leaving?” 

As he opened the door, we could ‘see 
that the Superior and the other priests 
were coming to the choir. It was a very 
dangerous moment. Just a few steps 
from the door was one of the confes- 
sional boxes. I ran in to hide, and whis- 
pered to Pedro to remain quiet. 

The priests began the morning prayers. 
They bowed their heads and remained a 
few minutes in silence. I knew every 
detail of these devotions. While they 
had. their heads bowed, walking on tip- 
toe, ‘I werit to the big colonial door that 
opened: tothe street, underneath the 
choir. Pedro followed me. He was bare- 
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foot. That very minute, I said, “Pedro! 
This is the time. ‘Use your key to open 


the door.” 


A few minutes later, I was going 
through the dark and narrow streets of 
that ancient city of the Incas, the city 
of Cuzco. 


Meeting the First Heretic 


“When I made up my mind to escape 
from. the monastery; I. knew exactly 
where I was going. It is true that I did 


‘not. know any Protestant missionaries. 


My notions concerning Protestants were 
wrong. In spite of that, there was a cer- 
tainty and;an assurance in my heart 
that if I went to the Protestant mission 
I would be accepted. So with’ this 
thought: “If the Protestants worship 
evil spirits but have peace, I prefer to 
go with them,” I went to the Protestant 
mission. : 

Just after four.o’clock in the morning 
of January 3rd, 1927, I was knocking at 
the door of the mission. After a few 
minutes of waiting, an Indian gardener 
opened the door. He was shocked when 
he saw me there, dressed as a Domini- 
can priest. 

“Father,” he said, opening his big eyes 
wide, “this is a Protestant place.” 

“I know -that,” I answered, and as I 
did not know what title to give the mis- 
sionary, I asked the Indian gardener to 
call the chief. 

He said that it was too early to dis- 
turb him: Consequently I waited, talk- 
ing to the gardener and asking him 
question after question. Our voices were 
heard by the missionary, and, a few 
minutes later, a tall, North American 
missionary was walking toward me. 

There was kindness in his look, and 
his words were: “Is there anything I 
ean do for you?” Shaking hands with 
him, looking into his eyes,.I put my 
heart into my words: “Will you just 
answer my question? Do you have peace 
by being a -Protestant? If you only 
knew what I am passing through, if you 
could read my heart, you would not de- 
ceive me.. Will you answer just this 
question?” 

That man, who hardly knew how to 
speak well my own language, Spanish, 
answered me,in clear words: “You will’ 
excuse me if I do not begin this intro- 
duction with arguments, but I want to 
tell you that some time ago I cafe to 


-Christ as my Saviour. I recognized my 


condition and my sinful nature, and as 
I came. to Him as a sinner,,He showed 
Himself to me as a Saviour. He changed 
my life; and that is why I am here, to 
bring souls to the only Saviour.” 

Without any further conversation, he 
kindly. invited me to enter a little room. 
At about five o’clock that morning I 
saw him kneel down, and I followed him. 
He closed his eyes—I had my eyes 
open. I was observing everything he 
did. When he began to pray, it seemed 
to me he was talking to someone who 
was real, who was present, 
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His prayer was: “Lord, save this soul. 
Lord,’ give him peace. Reveal Thyself 
to him.” As he continued praying, tears 
were rolling down his face. Then he 
asked me to pray, too. My answer was: 
“I do not know how to pray that way. 
I am not accustomed to that kind of 
prayer.. I have not brought any of my 
books from the monastery.” 

That man of God said, “Your books 
will not help you. You just open your 
heart to God. Express your need to 
Him.” So I began to pray more or less 
like this: “If God is here, He must 
know what I am passing through. If 
Thou art God, prove it by giving me 
peace. This is worse than hell.” I was 
overcome with emotion and could not 
say any more words. 

It was then that this missionary 
opened the Scriptures. When he read 
the passages, I said, “I know these pas- 
sages.”’ But somehow, familiar as I was 
with the passages, never before had I 
taken them in the way it was presented 
to me that morning. A new light and 
power were manifested in the Scrip- 
tures, and then we prayed some more. 


Terror and Doubt Gone 


When we stood up, it was only ten - 


o’clock, but, during the five hours of 
prayer and reading the Scriptures, some- 
thing happened in my. life. The terror, 
the doubts, the uncertainty had gone 
forever. I knew that morning that 
Christ died for me. I knew that morn- 
ing that He came to me. He established 
peace in my heart, and my name was 
written in the book of life of the Lamb 
of God. Even if I had millions of 
tongues, I could not praise the Lord 
enough for what He did that morning. 
Oh, how blind. I was before that time, 
trying to substitute my poor penances 
and worthless*‘merits for Christ’s fin- 
ished work 6n Calvary. All was paid! 

I stood up. Mr. Patton, the mission- 
ary, was standing in front of me with 
a heavenly smile. I did not know his 
name at that time, nothing of his back- 
ground. He did not know my name 
either, or where I came from. 

“How do you feel now?” he asked. 

I said, “Friend, I am so happy, I feel 
like jumping.” 

That morning we were standing on the 
same ground —the same Lord, the same 
Saviour, the same Father. Mr. Patton 
was a man of great experiences, hard 
labor, and a faithful soldier. I was just 
a young man, without any experience 
except that I was saved that morning. 

(To be continued) 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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What Happened in Toronto 


At the Inter-Varsity Christien Fellowship Convention 


HRISTIAN leaders who left Toronto 

on January 2, after six days at the 
Inter-Varsity sponsored Convention for 
Missionary .Advance, believed it to-be 
one of the most significant steps thus 
far in a new assault on pagan lands in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. These 
leaders carried with them the memory 
of 575 students meeting in session after 
session for information and inspiration, 
scheduling interviews with mission rep- 
resentatives, spending time in earnest 
prayer for guidance, giving sacrificially 
toward Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship’s far-flung missionary program — 
most of them present at the expense of 
a Christmas holiday at home and a 
goodiy amount of money. 

Arriving at the same time as Toronto’s 
severest weather, the delegates braved 
icy winds and drifts of snow to be pres- 
ent in full force at the five daily ses- 
sions, and to hold countless private 
conferences with the seventy-three rep- 
resentatives of fifty-six mission boards. 

So unified were these young people 
in their purpose to know God’s will in 
regard to world-wide missions that 
differences of locality, nationality, and 
denomination proved no hindrance. As 
a matter of fact, five continents, num- 
bers of nationalities from turbaned In- 
dians to hatless Americans, and fifty-two 
denominations encompassing Anglicans 
and Free Methodistg alike, were repre- 
sented at the convention. Students from 
the United States and Canada predomi- 
nated, of course, but there were foreign 
student delegates from Finland, France, 
India, China, Mexico, and other coun- 
tries. 


Christianity or Communism : 

A powerless, laissez-faire policy 
toward missions would not satisfy these 
collegians. They were eager to know 
the needs, the effective. methods, and, 
most important, their part in the great 
task of completing Christ’s commission. 
* The speaker who sounded the keynote 
for the entire convention was Dr. Har- 
old J. Ockenga, pastor of Boston’s his- 
toric Park Street Church, who convinced 
his audience at the opening session that 
unless Christianity presents its claims 
forcefully to the restless nations, Com- 
munism will. Stating that the major- 
ity of so-called Christian leaders of 
students had rejected the Christ of the 
New Testament, Ockenga declared that 
without the positive, supernatural, di- 
vine revelation of God as manifest by 
Jesus Christ, there is no excuse for 
missions, 

Dr, Samuel Zwemer, veteran mission- 
ary to Islam, set forth a masterful pres- 
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entation of Christian apologetics before 
a large Sunday afternoon audience in 
Convocation Hall on “The Inadequacy 
of Non-Christian Religions.” Affirming 
that his subject would be positive rather 
than negative, Dr. Zwemer showed how 
evangelical Christianity stands unde- 
niably alone when ‘compared with all 
other religions on ten different counts. 

Ample opportunity was provided for 
students already planning to go to the 
foreign field to gain information on the 
specific needs of various countries. and 
mission boards by meeting and talking 
with missionaries. As the week. wore 
on, it was. apparent that other students 
were deciding to go to the foreign field. 
The atmosphere of the entire gathering 
was charged with the seriousness of pur- 
pose that had brought the delegates to 
Toronto. Since ahy trend toward sec- 
tionalism had been carefully precluded, 
strangers mingled freely with each other 
and became friends. Conversations 
were thoughtful. In the residences at 
night, where girls and fellows met in 
smaller groups for a time of prayer 
and devotions under the guidance of a 
counselor, leaders were pleased to note 
the earnestness and unselfishness of the 
petitions. Hart House Chapel, set aside 
for private prayer, was a much-fre- 
quented place. 


The Need for Witness at Home 


But the emphasis was not solely on 
the call of the foreign mission field. 
L. E. Maxwell, colorful president of the 
Prairie Bible Institute, drove home re- 
lentlessly the need for an unashamed 
witness on the local campus, in railroads, 
ihn restaurants. Christians as they wit- 
ness,~he asserted, should be completely 
free of restraint. 

Students took this message to heart, 
looked around, and began to realize that 
even. at this conference there were a 
few who had hever made a personal 
committal to Christ as Saviour. Ac- 
counts began to come in daily of a stu- 
dent in Hart House, of a couple in one 
of the fesidences, who had confessed 
Christ as Saviour as a result of this ef- 
fective, quiet. witness. 

Perhaps the most interesting story in 
this connection occurred as an aftermath 
of the convention when a homeward- 
bound bus load of Minnesota delegates 
was wrecked just outside of Hamilton, 
Ontario. No one was seriously hurt, 
but the delay gave the passengers op- 
portunities to witness to others of their 
faith in Jesus The result: six 
converts, one of them a garage man who 
fixed a flat on the bus. 

Absent from the convention was the 
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romance and drama often associated 
with missions. Representatives discussed 
realistically the discomforts, hardships, 
obstacles, and dangers. “Before you 
commit yourself,” warned Bakht Singh, 
converted Sikh, “count the cost. Be 
prepared for small results, for little 
reputation, for a daily death to self.” 
Delegates, knowing that Bakht Singh 
had fractured his elbow at the outset 
of the convention, but had refused 

sary hospitalization until after he had 
appeared on the program four days 
later, were convinced of his ability to 
practice what he preached. 


The climactic address of the conven- 
tion was ‘brought on New Year’s Eve 
when Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, presi- 
dent of Columbia Bible College, chal- 
lenged the delegates who crowded into 
the Ontario College of Education audi- 
torium to complete Christ’s commission 
in this generation. At the clese of the 
message, Dr. McQuilkin invited all those 
who had either during the convention 
or at some time previously committed 
themselves to foreign missionary setv- 
ice, to indicate their purpose by coming 
to the front of the auditorium. Over 
250 delegates responded, with the men 
in the majority. 


A Man’s Convention 


Indeed, it was a man’s convention. It 
was planned by men and carried out by 
men. J. Christy Wilson, missionary sec- 
retary of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship and himself a missionary 
prospect for the Moslem world, was the 
young man who had the tremendous re- 
sponsibility of making the convention 
arrangements. Young men of Canada 
and the United States who, by serving 
their. country in war, had already 
learned the meaning of sacrifice, needed 
little argument in behalf of greater sac- 
rifice for the sake of the Gospel. Ata 
business session, David Howard, student 
at Wheaton College and son of the Times 
Editor, was elected as president of the 


Foreign Missions Fellowship, an affiliate, - 


of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship. 

The ‘singing at the convention, led 
by genial Dr. Homer Hammontree and 
accompanied by the skillful playing of 
Paul Beckwith, was decidedly mascu- 
line. American students, discovering 
the exalted poetry and magnificent har- 
monies of unfamiliar English hymns, 
gathered informally around .the - Hart 
House piano between sessions to re- 
hearse these old songs of the church. 

On New Year’s Night, when oppor- 
tunities were given for testimonies, men 


precominated in the large group that - 


stood up to express in short, succinct 
language new attitudes and decisions as 
a result of the convention. “I have a 
new Person in my life,” said one young 
man. .“Although I have been a Chris- 
tian for nine years, and now have a 
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church of my own, I Rave never seen 
anything like this.” - 

Another declared: “I am going to the 
mission field, but not because of the 
statistics. I am going because of love.” 
Still another testified, “The Holy Spirit 
has changed my life from a passive 
willingness to go, a an active purpose 
to go.” 

After the closing session on the morn- 
ing of January 2, Mr. Wilson and his 
associates gratefully praised God for 
the many triumphs of the six-day 
period. Weary Inter-Varsity and For- 
eign Missions Fellowship staff members, 
who had assisted with the multitude of 
details behind the vast undertaking, held 
a spontaneous praise service in the To- 
ronto IVCF office ‘on Thursday night — 
and began talking about the next con- 
vention.. Indeed, thinking along this 
line had been initiated early in the con- 
vention when Mr. H. J. Taylor, presi- 
dent of the American IVCF Board of 
Directors, expressed belief that a sim- 
ilar convention in two years would at- 
tract two thousand, and suggested that 
Chicago be the host. 

Meanwhile, Christy Wilson was mak- 
ing extensive plans for a stronger mis- 
sionary emphasis in all IVCF and FMF 
chapters. Itineraries taking missionary 


convention speakers to a number of. 


campuses were immediately planned. 
The first issue of the quarterly, Mission- 
ary Advance, was made ready for dis- 
tribution the first part of February. The 
new publication will contain current 
missionar% news, prayer requests, and 
study book suggestions. Both the Cana- 
dian and American offices 1 are prepared 
to sell quantities of books and pamphlets 
dealing with missionary problems. 


An over-all missionary program, 
adaptable both to the large and to the 
small campus, is being made ready for 
the fall. In addition to all these activi- 
ties, the Toronto office, present loca- 
tion of IVCF missionary headquarters, 
will be a ‘clearinghouse of information 
on mission fields, and boards for pro- 
‘spective candidates. | 


“In thirty-five years of attending con- 
ferences, recall no conference that 
equals this,” wrote Dr. Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin. The story is still being written, 
however, because the significance of the 
convention will depend on the extent to 
which its power is Carried back to the 
campus and church of each delegate who 
attended. 


Sober-minded Christians are praying 


‘that the fires of missionary enthusiasm 
kindled at the Toronto Convention will 
burn. brightly on each of the 151 cam- 
puses, represented, to carry on this mod- 
ern missionary effort patterned after 
New Testament zeal. 


CHICAGO. 
130 St. Mary St., Toronto 5; 64 East Lake 
St., Chicago 1. 
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Robert Murray McCheyne 
(Continued from page 176) FFI 
was delighted and entered again into 
the work with unflagging zeal. 
vival >ntinued under his preachin ton 
gether with house-to-house visita on. 
But typhus fever was prevalent in the 
city and many were stricken. As the 
pastor visited the homes of the afflicted 
he himself caught the infection and died 
on March 25, 1843. The whoie city 
mourned, but his influence did not die. 
For a hundred years men and women 
from many lands have visited his church 
and his grace as if on a pilgrimage to 
a sacred shrine. His name is still held 
in reverence wherever the English lan- 
guage is spoken. The influence of his 
life, through the publication of his 
“Memoirs,” has been so great that Dr. 
Whyte remarks: 
“I am not sure that, to the cause of 


‘Christ, Robert McCheyne’s death was 


not a gain. Of him the words that Taci- 
ts used of his father-in-law, Julius 
Agricola, might appropriately be used: 
‘Happy, not only in the radiance of his 
life but in the moment of his death.’ 
There was a special fitness in the hour 
in which God called this young soldier 
to lay, down his sword and to enter into 
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rest. Had he lived to complete the 
threescore years and ten, he could 
Scarcely lve accomplished more. His 
name and memory might have had less 
wer to inegapaciha move other men. 
t he pac shan saintliness and such 
sePVice*into so brief a space of time con- 
stitutes McCheyne’s peculiar appeal to 
his own generation and still has an 

allurement given to very few others.” 

Robert Murray McCheyne’s fame and 
abiding influence rests not only on his 
ability as a preacher and his devotion 
to Christ, but is due chiefly to the fact 
that he was evidently filled with the 
Holy Spirit, was conscious of the eternal 
value of human souls, and had a pas- 
sion to win them to Jesus Christ, as the 
divine Lord and Saviour. 

“It is not so much great talent or great 
knowledge that God blesses,” said he, 
“but likeness to Christ. Love, divine 
love for God and man, and entire des 
pendence on the power of the Holy 
Spirit are the great essentials. ... Live 
so near to God. that all earthly things 
will appear as little in comparisun with 
eternal verities. .. . Keep much in the 
presence of God. Never see the face of 
man until you have been with Him and 
have seen His face in secret.” 


Upper Montciai, N. J. ° 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 9. JESUS WASHES THE DISCIPLES” FEET 


John 13, printed text, verses 3-15 


, 34, 35 


ote fe swompent|e  o N gy Sen re oe i ip 


Kurc James Version 


girded himself. 


5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
he 


6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, 


Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 


7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest 


not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 


8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus 
answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 
9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but 


also my hands and my head. 


10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to 
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THIS beautiful account of the 
I washing of His disciples’ feet by 

our blessed Lord, we have far more 
than an example of that humility and 
loving service which should character- 
ize every follower of Christ. While it 
does indeed impress such lessons upon 
our hearts, it goes beyond that, furnish- 
ing us with a remarkably clear illus- 
tration of the service that our Advocate 
has been carrying on ever since He re- 
turned to the glory that He had with 
the Father before the world was (John 
17:5). It is written, “He will keep the 
feet of his saints” (1 Sam. 2:9), and He 
does this, not only by preserving us 
from falling (Psa. 116:8), but by cleans- 
ing us with the washing of water by the 
Word (Eph. 5:26). All who are God’s 
children by faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. 
3:26) have been washed with the bath 
of regeneration (Titus 3:5). This never 
needs to be repeated. But as we walk 
through the wilderness of this. world 
(Deut. 2:7) our feet are in constant dan- 
ger of defilement. From this we need 
daily cleansing, and this is effected as 
the Lord applies the Word to our con- 
sciences and we yield obedience to it. 
It is this of which Psalm 119:9 speaks. 
The Word shows us what is wrong and 
leads to self-judgment and comnfession 
of our sins, in order that we may be 
cleansed from all unrighteousness (1 
John 1:9). 


The Historical Setting 

It was just after observing the Pass- 
over with His disciples and befote the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper that the 
Lord Jesus washed the feet of His fol- 


73 Jesus that the Father had given all things 

into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; 

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took men 
and : 


one another.—John 13:34 


11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye 


; 
a 


13 
14 

also ought to wash one 
15 For I have given 
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. lowers. Passover day began at sundown. 


Before the next sundown Jesus was cru- 
cified. So He kept the Passover: and 
also died as the true Passover Lamb, on 
the same day, the fourteenth of _— 
A.D: 30. 


Verse by Verse 


John 13:3.—“Jesus knowing ... he 
was come from God and went .to God.” 
It was in the full realization of His 
deity that our Lord undertook the lowly 
service of washing His disciples’ feet_in 
order that He might give them an ex- 
ample of true humility and show them, 
in picture, the necessity of cleansing 
from all defilement if they would enjoy 
fellowship with Him. 


Verse 4.—“He took a towel, and girded” 
himself.” No one else offered to take 
the servant’s place, so He Himself pre- 
pared thus to undertake it. 


Verse 5.—“Began to wash the disciples’ 
feet ‘and to wipe them with the towel.” 
The Lord Jesus Christ not only washed 
away the uncleanness contracted by 
their walking along the. dusty roads; but 
He then wiped away all traces of His 
own blessed work. It is thus He deals 
with us still. 


‘Verse 6.—“Peter. saith . Lord, dost 
thou wash my feet?” Peter was indigy 
nant as he saw the others permitting 
the Lord Jesus so to humble Himself. 
He was determined that it should be 
otherwise in his case, He uses two 
emphatic pronouns, thou and my, to ex- 
press his displeasure. 


Verse 7.—“What I do thou knowest not. 
now: but thou shalt know hereafter.” 
In these words Jesus indicated that the 
washing of their feet was.a sign or sym- 
bol of something they did not yet under- 
stand, but which should become plain 
later on. 


are: not 

12 So after he “had 
ts, 

have 


3% A new commandment I give unto you, That ye 
chin tni bane tent. pats; Gb ya shed vovk ea. Gantean, 
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have’ love oné to another. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permisson. 


washed their feet, and had taken his*gar- 


down again, he said unto them, Know ye what 


to you? 
me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 
If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 


another's feet. 
you an example, that ye should do as I have 


love one an- 


Verse 8.—“Thou shalt never wash my 
feet.” Again speaking most. emphati- 
cally, Peter declared he would never 
allow his Lord to take so lowly a place 
as to do for him what He had dorie for 
the others. The-:Lord’s answer must 
have startled him: “If I wash thee not, 


thou hast no part with me.” This, was 


designed to show-how important is the 
service of which the.literal feet-washing 
was a picture. Only as we are cleansed 
by Jesus Christ daily can we enjoy fel- 
lowship with Him. 

Verse 9—“Not my feet only, but also 
my hands and my head.” The Lord’s 
words. occasioned. g complete reversal 
of ‘attitude on Peter’s part. . Now. he 
would go to the opposite extreme and 
be willing to have Jesus bathe him all 
over. ‘ 


Verse 10.—“He that is washed [bathed] 
needeth not save to wash his feet.” Two 
different words are used—the one 
meaning to wash all over, that is, to 
bathe, the other, to wash a part of the 
body. All believers have been bathed, 
fully cleansed, at new birth. What is 
now needed is daily cleansing from con- 
tracted defilement. Jesus added, “Ye are’ 


clean, but not all,” which is explained 


in the next verse. 


Verse 11—“Ye are not all clean.” 
Eleven of them were truly born 6f God. 
Judas had never been regenerated, so 
was unclean still. 

Verse 12.—“Know ye what I have done 
to you?” . If it were just a matter of 
literal feet-washing; of course, ‘they 
knew. But Jesus put the question that 
they might consider the inner.meaning 
of His action. 

Verse 13—“Ye call me Master and 
Lord: and ...s0 I am.” We should 
never forget the dignity of the person 
of our Lord and the honor and respect 
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due Him. In addressing Him we should 
be careful to recognize His high and 
holy office. 

Verse 14—“Ye .. . ought to wash one 
another’s feet.” We do this for our 
brethren when we bring the Word of 
God ‘to bear upon their consciences, that 
thus they may be kept clean and fit for 
fellowship with Christ, 


Verse 15.—“Ye should do as I have 
done to you.” In all things He is our 
great Exemplar. We are-called to fol- 
low in His steps. 


Verse 34—‘“Love_ one another; as I 
have loved you.” This is the extent to 
which our hearts should go out in love 
to our brethren in Christ. There is no 
room here for coldness or indifference, 
nor for bearing grudges or. holding 
malice toward others. His was a disin- 
terested, unselfish love. Ours should be 
the same. 


Verse 35.—“By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples.” Not simply 
that we hold to common views, or that 
we are concerned about our denomina- 
tional loyalties, but by love one to an- 
other do we manifest our discipleship to 
the world. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When a sinner comes to Christ and 
puts his trust in Him he is born again 
and cleansed by the blood of Jesus, so 
that he stands as clean before God as 
if he had never been defiled by sin. 
But in his daily walk as he comes in 
contact with the world he is ever in 
danger of becoming unclean in thought, 
word, or deed. It is therefore necessary 
that he be cleansed continually by the 
washing of the Word. It is this that 
the Lord Jesus Christ illustrated when 
He washed His disciples’ feet. In addi- 
tion, He gave them an example, setting 
forth the beauty of lowly service on 
behalf of others. 


Lesson Outline 
CLEANSING BY THE LoRD 
1, Jesus washing His disciples’ feet 
(John 13;3-5) 
. Peter’s objection (v. 6) 
. Cirist’s intimation of a hidden lesson 
(v. 7) : 
. Peter’s objection fully met (v. 8) 
. Peter goes to the opposite extreme 
» (v. 9) 
. Jesus declares a great truth (v. 10) 
. Importance of obedience (vs, 11-15) 
. Love, the expression of true faith and 
discipleship (vs. 34, 35) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Difference Between Bathing and 
Washing. It was customary at that time, 
in well-appointed households, to step 
into the bath upon arising. Then each 
time one entered the house a servant 
came to wash his feet. The Lord uses 
this to illustrate the difference between 
the washing of regeneration, when we 
are saved at first, and daily cleansing 
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Last Week's Lesson 
9 Match 2—Jesus Sums Up His 
Claims. (In this order.) John 12: 
12-50; Mark 11:1-10 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1l, March 16.—Intimate Wards With His 
re ee ere John 14 to 16 














by the application of the Word of God 
to heart and life. 


No Part With Me. Note that Jesus did 
not say, “If I wash thee not, thou canst 
have no part in me.” In Christ is by 
life and this was true of Peter already. 
But Jesus told him that unless washed 
by Him, Peter could not have part with 
Him. This is fellowship which can only 
be ours as we are cleansed by the Word. 


Summaries and Applications 
Nothing is too insignificant for love 


to do in order to minister to the need | 


and comfort of others. 

When Jesus washed His disciples’ feet 
He was giving them a beautiful picture 
of that which has occupied Him ever 
since He returned to Heaven:’ keeping 
His people clean. 

We w one another’s feet as we 
bring the Word of God to bear upon 
them when they have become defiled by 
the things of the world. (See Gal. 6:1.) 


CuIcaco. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Clazs 
By J. C. Macaulay 
HAT impression do the opening verses 
of this chapter convey? 
2. Why was our Lord able to rise 


so triumphantly above the sorrows that 
surged about Him? 


3. What were the special realizations that 
formed the setting for the present incident? 


4. How did the immediate surroundings 
contrast with this high consciousness of the 
Lord Jesus? 


5. When did the Lord Jesus Christ engage 
in this menial service for His disciples? 


6. Was this act of the Lord Jesus typical 
of His redemptive work? 


7. Where else did Peter contradict the 
Lord? 


8: What application does verse 7 have for 
us? : 


9. What does Jesus’ answer to Peter, in 
verse 8, suggest? Does it mean that he 
was not saved? 

10. What two cleansings are referred to 
in verse 10? 


(Answers on page 185) 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


661%) UT whosoever will be great among 

you, shall be your minister: and 
whosoever of you ‘will be the chiefest, 
shall be the servant of all. For even 
the Son .of man came not to be min- 


. istered unto, but to minister, and to give 


his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10: 
43-45). 
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Our Lord could hardly have chosen 
a more perfect or more impressive way 
to illustrate this truth than to gird Him- 
self with a towel, as He did, and pro- 
ceed to wash the feet of His disciples. 
It was evidently quite a shock to the 
disciples, but they learned a lesson which 
they never forgot, and which is quite 
as definitely intended for us today. 

“But,” perhaps you might say, “shall 
we take a bowl of water and a towel, 
and wash each other’s feet?” This is 
actually done by certain religious sects 
in a ceremonial way; but there is some+ 
thing indicated here in our Lord’s ex- 
ample which is even harder to do than 
the mere washing of feet. 

You will always find that where a 
physical illustration is given in our 
Lord’s teachings (or anywhere in the 
Bible) the spiritual truth to be learned 
is greater; sometimes vastly greater. 
Take, for instance, the statement of our 
Lord, recorded in Mark 11:23: - “Who- 
soever shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, 
but shall believe that those things which 
he saith shall come to pass; he shall 
have whatsoever he saith.” Our Lord 
used a mountain as an illustration be- 
cause a mountain is just about the most 
ponderous, most immovable thing one 
can think of. But men can move moun. 
tains. A man and a modern steam shovel 
can make short shrift of earth and stone. 
But there is a vastly greater spiritual 
mountain that man cannot budge, and 
that’s the mountain of sin which stands 
immovable between God and man, and 
will continue to stand there throughout 
eternity, unless God Himself removes it. 
That very thing He will do, in answer 
to the prayer of faith. (Look at Mark 
11:22, also.) 

Now what did our Lord mean when 
He said, “If I then, your Lord and Mas- 
ter, have washed your feet; ye also 
ought to wash one another’s feet.” 

In the first place, it is not easy to do; 
one must be willing to suffer imcon- 
venience and even humiliation, in order 
to do this good to another. One has to 
bend down to do it; a haughty person 
could never do it. One hag to forget 
self in a large degree. Sometimes one 
has to set aside his own plans ahd exalt 
the plans of another. 5 

There are many ways to wash an- 
other’s feet. Here is how a family did 
it on Christmas Day. The family had 
just sat down to the Christmas dinner; 
it was a reunion long anticipated. Some 
of the members had come froma dis- 
tance. Grace had just been said when 
there was a knock at the front door. An 
old tramp begged for his dinner. He 
was invited in and a place was made for 
him at the table. He was poorly dressed 
and he was not clean, but he was made 
welcome. Not a person at the table, old 


or young, gave any sign of displeasure, 


but smiled on the old fellow (that smile 
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was a big washing!). -He was served 
with a choice piece of the breast of the 
turkey and some dark meat, with cran- 
berry jelly and all the “fixins.” Before 
his plate was emptied it was_ refilled. 
Friendly remarks .were addressed to 
him in a casual way, just as though he 
were a neighbor; and though he. was un- 
couth and his hesitating replies were 
uncultured, apparently that was un- 
noticed. At the end of the meal he was 
invited into the living room with the 
family, but the old man chose to be on 


his way. He went away well filled, with’ 


a dollar bill in his hand, and the ex- 
pressed good wishes of his hosts echoing 
in his ears. I would call that a foot- 
washing, wouldn’t you? 


When I was a young fellow, just be- 
ginning to speak in public a little, at 
a Bible conference I was assigned to the 
home of a multimillionaire for enter- 
tainment. I contracted a severe -cold. 
My host did not know me from. Adam’s 
house-cat, before my visit there, but he 
called his doctor; and while the doctor’s 
coming was delayed, he got a bowl of 
hot water and himself gave me a mus- 
tard footbath, although there were sev- 
eral servants, any of whom could have 
done it. Not only that, but he came 
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to my room during the small hours of 
the morning and felt my pulse and gave 
me my medicine. - During the two days 
and nights I was there, he performed 
for me the most menial services, all the 
time smiling and, reassuring me. That 
was a double foot-washing. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A .Prayer Befere the Lesson.—Most 
holy and most merciful Father, who re- 
sisteth the proud but giveth grace to 
the humble, impart to us, we pray, a 
lowly spirit that we may not think of 
ourselves more highly than we ought 
to think, but may remember how far 
short we fall of what we ought to be. 
We desire Thy merciful pardon and the 
cleansing of our hearts from sin, O Lord, 
and we own up to our wrongdoing, and 
to our faiJure to do the good we ought. 
Remember not our sins, but remember 
our Saviour who died for sinners, and 
for His sake spare and pardon us. We 
thank Thee for the Lord Jesys, for His 
humility, His entire self-forgetfulness, 
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for to Him we owe our salvation. Give 
us of His Spirit, our Father, that we 
may love one another, as He loved us. 
Bless our study of Thy Word today, and 
may Thy truth go forth to enlighten 
and bless people in every land. Be with 
all who are sad, those who are sick, all 
who are in need, to comfort and help 
them, and may Thy Kingdom come, and 
Thy will be done on earth as in Heaven, 
for Thy Son, our Saviour’s, sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—“Be a king, George, 
be a king!” That is what was dinned into 
the ears of an English prince till he 
got such notions of his own importance 
that. when he grew up and became King 
of England, his stubborn pride lost him 
the American colonies. But not only 
people born to high position, but very 
ordinary folk can have big ideas of their 
own importance, and it is always very 
wrong, and very foolish, too. The dis- 
ciples were like that. They had just 
been quarreling about who should be 
the greatest. The Lord Jesus said not 
a word, but He did something that spoke 
louder than words. He, their Lord and 
Master, took a slave’s place and washed 
the feet of those quarreling disciples. 
It was an example of humility and of 
helpfulness, and back of it was His love 
for them. . It shamed them into a real- 
ization of the sin of their pride and 
selfishness, and prepared them ‘to listen 
as He said, “A new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one another; as 
I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another.” 





Love OTHERS 
IN 


UMILITY AND 
ELPFULNESS 


’ 


Our Lesson is summed up in just one 
word: others.'And when we really know 
for ourselves the love of the Lord Jesus 
in saving us, we want to love and serve 
others as He loved us. “We love, be- 
cause he first loved us” (1 John 4:19, 
R.V.). 











Others, dear Lord, yes, others, 
This all my prayer shall be. 

Help me to live for others 
That I may live like Thee. 


Hotiysurn, B. C., Can. 
4 . 


For Junior Teachers 
~ By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 


“Ye Call Me Master” 
(John 13:3-5, 12-17) 


HO can give me a verse from John 

12? (A picture of the triumphal 

entry and a picture of the cross may 

be suggestive of verses mentioned last 

Sunday: Mark 11:9, Memory Verse; 
“John 12:26, 32.) 

One time after a big snowfall the wind 
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blew for several days‘ and packed the 
snow hard. When. the wind stopped and 
the air’ was clear; the father started off 
across the field to town. Stamp, stamp, 
stamp, step after step the father’s long 
legs left deep holes in the tightly packed 
snow. Part way across the field he 
looked back toward the house, and there, 
step after step he saw his little son 
stretching his legs to reach, into the big 
foottracks Daddy had left behind. Sonny 
would go where Father had gone. 

Are we trying to follow the Lord Jesus’ 
steps? Where will they take us if we 
do? (John 12:26.) We have a hard track 
to step in this week. (A picture of the 
Lord washing the disciples’ feet may 
be pasted on a large piece of cardboard 
shaped like a footprint. Discuss why 
washing the feet was necessary in those 
days, why somebody else besides the 
Lord did not do it.) Who was the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Was He greater than any 
of them? There was no reason why He 
should. do a slave’s work, was there? 
(Read John 13:3-5.) He was making a 
track for us to follow in. (Read vs. 12- 
17.) Is the Lord Jesus your Lord and 
Master? Do you want to be happy? 
What then must you do? 

But we don’t wash people’s feet nowa- 
days! No, we don’t, but we wash their 
dishes. Is that a job everybody in your 
family likes to do? “How about your 
following your Lord and doing, willingly 
and lovingly, some part, at least, of that 
job every day, without having to be 
asked? Wouldn’t your mother be just 
as surprised to see you standing waiting, 
dish towel in hand, as the disciples were 
to see the Lord coming with towel and 
basin! Or maybe there is some other 
job in your family that everybody 
dodges. Will you choose that job this 
week? First, ask the Lord to wash you 
clean of selfishness and forgive you for 
dodging that job in the past. Then I 
think you will be surprised how much 
fun you have doing that particular task 
this week. 

Paul and James and Peter and John, 
later, used to call themselves servants, 
or slaves, of Jesus Christ (Titus 1:1; 
Jas. 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:1; Rev. 1:1).. Will you 
be the Lord’s slave? There are two of 
His commands His slaves should remem- 
ber this week. One of them we have 
just read in John 13:13-15. The. other 
is this: “A new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one another; as 
I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another” (John 13:34, Memory Verse). 
(Have the verse printed on a cardboard 
track similar to the preceding, to make 
a pair.) Keeping out of quarrels and 
working should make you busy and 
happy this week. Of course, you will 
read all of the chapter during the week. 

Using a small pattern, each member of 
the class may make a pair of footprints 
from construction paper. On one may 


be printed the words of John 13:14 with 
the word, “dishes,” inserted in paren- 
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theses after the last “feet”; and on the 
other John 13:34. Punch a hole in the 
heel of each, and fasten with a short 
length of string to wear as a novelty 
on coat lapel. { 


Sweetly, Lord, have we heard Thee calling, 
Come, follow Me ! 
And we see where Thy foctprints falling 
Lead us to Thee. 
Footprints of Jesus, that make the 
pathway glow; 
We will follow the steps of Jesus wher’er 
they go. —Mary B. C. Slade. 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 
Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus Wants Us Te Help 
(Jehn 13:3-5, 17) 


HAT would you think if a queen, 

maybe the Queen of England, went 
to the home of one of her servants and 
did up the housework — washed the 
dishes, swept the floors, and made the 
beds? 

That would be news on the front 
page of all the daily papers. There 
would be a picture of the queen, the 
servant, and the servant’s humble home. 
The world does not expect such things 
of kings and queens. ~ 

No wonder Peter said to the Lord 
Jesus, “Thou shalt never wash my feet.” 
He knew Jesus was the Lord of glory, 
the Son of God, who had left all the 
wonders of Heaven to come to earth, 
to be born in a manger, and be one of 
the poorest of men. But washing the 
feet was always the work of a servant. 
If you entered an Eastern home, your 
sandals would be removed and your feet 
washed by a servant. -If this was. not 
done, you would not have been treated 
as an honored guest. 


Peter could not think that Christ ° 


should do the work of a servant. 

When Jesus and His disciples had 
finished eating supper together, Jesus 
rose from the table, laid aside His robe, 
and girded Himself with a towel. Then 
He poured water into a basin and be- 
gan to wash His disciples’ feet and wipe 
them with the towel. That was when 
Peter objected, but the Lord told him, 
“If I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with me.” Then Peter was more than 
willing. 

When the Lord Jesus had washed their 
feet, He put on His robe and sat down 
again, and asked them, “Know ye what 
I have done to you?” 

Then He told them He had given them 
an example, that they should do as He 
had done. He was not speaking just 
about washing feet, He meant that as 
He had done a servant’s work, they 
should be willing to do the same for 
others. : 

He is Lord of Heaven and earth, the 
Creator of all things. If He would wash 
the feet of those plain, common men, 
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surely none of His followers should feel 
themselves too good or great to do any 
service they can for others. 

Last week a man whom we have 
known and loved for over forty years 
suddenly went to be with the Lord. He 
was a deacon in the church, a director 
in the bank, officer in various business 
organizations, owned a _ great ranch, 
stocks, and bonds. He was what the 
world calls a rich, successful man. But 
he was a very plain man, caring noth- 
ing for show or display, lived in a plain 
house, lived simply, loved the outdoors, 
his horse, and his gun. He had been a 
pire ogee since young manhood. When 
eath came suddenly, people far and 
wide were deeply grieved. They re- 
joiced with him that he had escaped 
sickness, and was with the Lord he 
loved, but they grieved over their own 
loss. One said, “When my father died, 
he was the first one here, and he took 
care of everything.” Another replied, 
“He was the best friend I ever had. 
When misfortune came to us, he was 
with us through it all. He paid our bills, 
did everything, and we never could find 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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BRINGING CHRIST TO 
RURAL AMERICA 


America’s Greatest Mission Field 


Booties Go Lost with the of God’s 
Redeeming Great Caer, Epeonanine ible 
for Christ in N Areas. 


Over a of Full-Time Ambassadors in the 
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Own pubcation, * AIM,” sent without obliga- 
fomee” te any who desire to share 
special requests at the throne of grace. il. 4:19. 
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What Will Bring Revival? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 


Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this quéstion, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and ee. = ase 
ae SS 
ent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N, 18th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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out what we owed Him.” Over. and 
over the story was told: there was’ no 
service too great or too humble for him 
to do when there was a need. 


I think that was what the Lord Jesus 
was talking about, don’t you? 
A basin is the picture for the poster 
today. 
Fe.ton, Cauir. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table . 


Leafiets ets giving 2) thee a: for nich 
r and expla o— ons upon w: 
Rooter eae re a 


tthe by and should 
Ke “Tlustration Round 
is given to illustrations 
on ‘the printed lesson text Bopeuse ae me 


resent Mh gg w Be: e, readers are asked to 
fimit tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


How the Lord Did It.—After that he 
poureth water into a bason, and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel wherewith he was 
girded (John 13:5). He went~from one 
to another, washing their feet and wip- 
ing them with a towel. He wiped away 
all the evidence of His own blessed 
work. He cleansed them, made them 
clean, and dried them so tenderly that 
nobody could say, “I see you have just 
had a washing, and you needed it pretty 
badly.” He used the towel and wiped 
all the traces of His work away, leav- 
ing them clean and undefiled.—From 
Harry A. Ironside, in King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


Better, Sometimes, Than Doing for 
Others—Peter saith unto him, Thou 
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shalt never wash my feet. Jesus an- 
swered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me (John 13:8). A mis- 
sionary who had spent years in India 
serving others was critically injured in 
an automobile accident while on fur- 
lough in this country. After two years 
in the hospital he sat one sunny after- 
noon with a friend on a knoll of the 
hospital grounds. The missionary said: 
“I have had to revise all my conceptions 
of religion. Until this accident came, 
my whole idea of Christianity was serv- 
ice. Now I know what it is to be pa- 
tient, and to believe, while I am being 
served by others.” Many people are un- 
happy while they are in turn the recip- 
ient of ministrations. Sick and helpless, 
they complain about being a burden. 
When He washed their feet, Jesus tried 
to teach Peter and the disciples that 
there were times not only to wait upon 
others, but to be waited upon themselves. 
Many of us would be blessed if we per- 
mitted Christ to do more for us before 
we try to. do too much for others.— 
From the Quiet Hour. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“He Did Menial Work, Teo.”—Ye also - 
ought to wash one another’s feet (John 
13:14). Hsu Chu, a lad of eighteen from 
a wealthy Chinese family, came to a 


‘China Inland Mission hospital to train 


as a nurse. Elegantly and becomingly 
clothed, he was a model of Chinese no- 
bility. A few days after he had begun 
training,:the superintendent was called 
to deal with him. He had been asked 
to clean some shoes, and indignantly 
refused, saying he was a gentleman and 
a scholar and wouldn’t do such menial 
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work. The wise superintendent took the 
boots and cleaned them herself, while 
Hsu Chu looked sullenly on. Then lead- 
ing the lad to the office, she asked him 
to read for her John’s Gospel, chapter 
13. When he came to verse 14, his face 
flushed, and his eyes filled with tears as 
he laid the Book down, and said, “May 
Jesus forgive me. He did menial work, 
too.” And from that day, no one scrub- 
bed floors, cleaned shoes, or any other 
humble task more joyfully than Hsu 
Chu, who followed in the footsteps of his 
divine Master—From Christian Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


What Held Up the Revival—For I 
have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you (John 
13:15). Harry Moorehouse, while still 
a young man, was conducting evange- 
listic services in a certain city in this 
country, but there was'‘no revival. God 
had given precious revivals both in 
America and in Great Britain, but in this 
city it was as though he were beating 
against a stone wall. Day and night he 
was on his knees searching his heart 
and crying out, “O God, why is there 
no revival?” One day he was walking 
along the street, and the Holy Spirit 
showed him a large placard on which 
appeared these words:' “Harry Moore- 
house, the most famous of all British 
preachers!” At once he said to him- 
self, “That is why there is no revival !” 
He went at once to the campaign com- 
mittee, and said, “Brethren, now I know 
why there is no revival. See how you 
have advertised me as the greatest of 
this and the greatest of that! No won- 
der the Holy Spirit cannot work! He is 
grieved and quenched because you 
haven’t magnified the Lord Jesus Christ. 
‘He’ is the wonderful One. I’m just a 
poor, simple, humble servant, preaching 
the glorious Gospel, and saying, ‘Behold 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sins of the world.’ ”—From the Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Howard G. Wilcogz, 
Kearney, Nebr. 


What Sort of Portrait?—As I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another 
(John 13:34, Golden Text). Have you 
sometimes been to a friend’s house, and, 
finding a photograph on the mantelpiece, 
asked, “Who is this?” to be greeted by 
the surprised rejoinder, “But surely you 
know?” You still maintain that you 
haven’t the slightest idea; so you are 
then told, “Why, it’s So-and-so!” You 
can only reply, “I should never have 
known him.” In another house, you 
pick up a photograph and exclaim, with 
a beaming face, “I say, isn’t that ex- 
actly like him!” Well, what sort of 
portrait are you of Him?—From a Bible 
Reading by the Rev. Guy H. King at 
Keswick Convention. Sent by E. Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions ere on page 181) 


1. The impression of crisis, produced by 
the elaborate setting. We are here enter- 
ing the sacred mystery of the sufferings of 
Christ. 4 

2. He was dwelling in the great infinities 
(John: 13:3). 

3. His universal sovereignty, His heavenly 
origin, and His divine destiny (v. 3). 

4,In the simplicity of the meal before 
Him, in the spiritual unawareness of the 
disciples around Him, and in the wicked 
design of the traitor beside Him. 

, 5. After supper had started, when it was 
quite clear that none of the disciples would 
do a servant's work. Men who “disputed 

who should be the greatest” could 
hardiy be expected to stoop! (Mark 9:34, 


Te The term “type” should properly be 
reserved for Old Testament foreshadowings 
of the person and work of Christ, but we 
certainly see here a picture of our Lord's 
total self-emptying to accomplish the deeper 
cleansing. 


7. See Matthew 16:21-23; Mark 14:27-31;' 


‘Acts 10:9-14. 


8. Look up hymn, 
coming years.” 


“Not now, but in the 


9. No. It was a question of communion, 
not of salvation. No communion without 
cleansing ! 


10.-The once-for-all bath of regeneration 
(Titus 3:5) and the constant cleansing of 
sanctification (Eph. 5:26). 


Your Easter Program in 1947 


T IS not too early to begin thinking 

about the program your Sunday 
school will use this Easter. Easter will 
come on April 6, and the time for prep- 
aration will soon slip away if you do not 
plan well in advance. 

Mary Brainerd Smith, a writer well 
kriown to Sunpay Scuoo. Trmes readers, 
has prepared a new Easter service en- 
titled, “The Easter Command.” It is 
made up of responsive readings from 
the Scriptures, special hymns to be used 
to familiar tunes, verse recitations for 
the. various departments, and the like. 
This Easter service will not appear in 





the pages of Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times, . 


but is made available in separate leaf- 
let form for the convenience of Tumes 
readers. 

Leaflets are now available, and the cost 
is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the 1947 Easter 
service. Please be sure, in making your 
remittance, to give your mailing address 
and state the number of copies you de- 
sire. 

ve 


The cross.of Christ is the sweetest 
burden that ever I bore; it is such a 
burden as wings are to a bird, or as 
sails to a ship, to carry me forward to 
my desired haven. Those who by faith 
see the invisible God and the fair city 
make no account of present losses and 
crosses.—Samuel Rutherford. 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ : 


At present we are reaching about 150,000 
chittven with our Scripture Memory Plan 
and many are being saved, but in the eleven 
states in which we are working there are’ 
4,653,442 school children who never attend 
Sunday school or church. Would e 
like to extend this ministry? For infor- 
mation write to © 


CHILDREN'S BIBLE MISSION. 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 


New Brooks Books 


For Those Who Love “THE BOOK” 
FEED MY SHEEP — Latest from the pen of 
Dr. Keith L. Brooks—a veritable feast in 
spiritual nuggets from the Bible. Valuable 
for reference and inspiring to every Bible 
lover. $1.00 
SALVATION AND SOVEREIGN GRACE — 
Dr. Brooks’ unique and helpful treatment 
of the SECURITY question 30c 
COUNSEL FROM THE PSALMS — Devoa- 
tional expositions of the 100 most practical 
portions of the Psalms — choice indeed. 50c 
LESSONS FROM PRIVATE APOSTOLIC 
LETTERS — Dr. Brooks’ rich comments on 
the neglected short Epistles. 50c 
; Order today 
Write for list of other new study books 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Sta. Eagle Rock Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 10. MARCH 9. OFFENDING CHRIST'S LITTLE ONES 


Mark 9: 33-42 (Supplementary Reading:.Matt. 18:1-14, Luke 9: 46-50) 
eRe Vea Ained aeneees aia OSs one of Gane Tie oe 


Kuve James Version 


Mark 9:33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house 
he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves 


by the way? 


34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed 


among themselves, who should be the grea 


35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, 
If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and 


servant of all. 


36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and 
when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, 
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, 


but him that sent me. 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


"Tex lesson deals with (1) Christian 
greatness, (2) Christian humility, 
(3) Christian charity, and (4) 
Christian thoughtfulness. 

The Lord has led His disciples back 
from Ceesarea Philippi to Capernaum. 
On this trek He again informed them 
that He was to be “delivered into the 
hands of men, and they shall kill him; 
and after that he is killed, he shall rise 
the third day” (Mark 9:31). 

Instead of entering into that which 
awaited Him, they fell to disputing as 
to which of them should be the great- 
est in His coming Kingdom, which they 
expected to be established immediately. 


‘The Lord revealed to them that the 


heavenly way to greatness was that true 
humility which enables a person to be- 
come “servant of all.” 

While He thus spoke, John recalled 


the incident of their forbidding a man - 


to work in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
because “he followeth not us.” The Lord 
made it clear to them that Christian 
charity is to allow a person to carry on 
if he uses His name properly, regardless 
of his affiliation. 

Instead of offending “one of these little 
ones that believe in me,” Christians 
should .be thoughtful of and encourage 
all such. 


The Lesson in Detail 

Mark §:33.—“And he came to Caper- 
naum: and... asked them, What was 
it that ye disputed among yourselves by 
the way?” One of the things they should 
have been doing was to talk about the 
words of the Lord. (Seé. Deut. 6:6, 7.) 
What a heart-burning time they would 
have experienced had they asked Him 
about the Old Testament passages re- 
lating to a suffering Messiah — such pas- 


is better for him that a millstone were hanged 
neck, and he were cast into the on eked 9142 


38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw ome casting © 


out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad 
him, because he followeth not us. 


39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which 


: not meee his reward. 


shail do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of mé. 
40 For he that is not against us is on our part. 

41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my 

name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall 


42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that be- 


sages, for example, as Psalms 22; 69; 
and Isaiah 53 — which they did.not un- 
derstand ! 

Possibly the privilege which Peter, 
James, and John had just had of wit- 
nessing His transfiguration on Mount 
Hermon (Mark 9:2) gave rise to the dis- 
pute as to who among them should be 
the greatest. (Incidentally their. argu- 
ment proves that they did not regard 
Peter as the greatest.) 

What are His. present-day disciples 
disputing about in the way? If it is 
something about a place for self in His 
Kingdom, let us remember that the Lord 
knows all about it. If it is not con, 
fessed and forsaken, He will interview 
us about it at the Judgment Seat: of 
Christ. (See Rom. 14: 10-13.) 

Verse 34.—“But they held their peace: 
for by the way they had disputed. among 
themselves, who should be the greatest.” 
His questioning aroused their con- 
sciences and convicted. them. of - their 
folly. Sphinxlike silence prevailed, byt 
no confession was forthcoming. -Never- 
theless, He proceeded’ to answer their 
dispute, for He knew all about it: 

Verse 35.—“And he sat down, and 
called the twelve, and saith unto them, 
If any man desire to be first, the same 
shall be last of all, and servant of all.” 
How gracious and patient: of: Him to sit 
down and call the Twelve to Him and 
speak heart to Heart with them on this 
important subject ! 

The heavenly way to genuine great- 
ness is to stoop so low as to become serv- 
ant of all. Is not this exactly what He 
did? He was “in the form of God,” and 
“equal with God: but.made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the 


form of a servant” (Phil. 2:5-7).. Now 


He is highly exalted and every knee to 
Him should bow. : 

Morison says, “The great sociological 
law of the kingdom of heaven is not this, 
Use thyself for thyself; still less is ‘t 


_ 





lieve in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged 

about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 
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this; Use others for thyself; but it is this, 
Use thyself for others.” 


Verses 36, 37.—“When he had taken him 
in his arms, he said unto them, Who- 
soever shall receive one of such children 
in my name, receiveth me: and whoso- 
ever shall receive me, receiveth not me, 
but him that sent me.” A beautiful and 
touching scene surely! The Lord takes 
a little child in His arms to enforce His 
point. “That child was an insignificant 
scrap of. humanity, yet to receive one 
such in His name was to receive the 
Lord Himself, and also the Father who 
sent Him. The reception of a thousand 
such in any other name or on any other 
ground would signify but little: The fact 
is that: the Master Himself is so 
supremely great that the relative posi- 
tion of His little servants is not worth 
disputing about” (F. B. Hole). 


Verse 38.—“We saw one casting out 
devils in thy name, and he followeth 
not us.” The disciples recently had the 
experience of being helpless to cast out 
a demon ‘(Mark 9:17, 18); hence they 
should have been most charitable toward 
anyone. who could cast out demons in 
the Lord’s name; but they were guilty 
of intolerance in forbidding t the man “be- 
cause he followgth not us.” 

Dr. Graham Scroggie has a very valu- 
able comment on this incident. He says: 
“This is an old and vigorous evil, and 
stains almost every page of Church his- 
tory. It set up the Spanish Inquisition. 
It kindled the fires in Smithfield. It 
drove the Pilgrim Fathers across the seas. 
It silenced Richard Baxter. It flung 
John Bunyan for twelve years into Bed- 
ford Jail. It drove John Wesley from 
the pulpit to the fields, and it is still 
at work. 

“It is the spirit of narrowness,: exclu- 
siveness, bigotry, intolerance; the view 
that ‘we are thé people,’ and that who 
does not think as we do, and do as we 
do, must be wrong; that whoever can- 
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not pronounce our shibboleth, our test- 
word or party phrase, should be con- 
demned and opposed. It is pathetic and 
tragic! If a man is Christ’s follower, 
what does it matter whether or not he 
is our follower !” 

Acting in the-Saviour’s name, the man 
was clearly for and not against Christ. 


‘Verse 41—“For whosoever ghall give 
you a cup of water to drink in my name, 
because ye belong to Christ, verily I say 
urito you, he shall not lose his reward.” 
The smallest gift in the name and for 
the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, to one 
belonging to Him, is of great value in 
the sight of God and cannot fail of an 
abundant reward. 


Even the weakest believer, acting on. 


this principle, can lay up a great reward. 
Believers are exhorted to “do good unto 
all men,. especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). 
- ‘AH believers “belong to Christ” in a 
threefold way: (1) by right of creaticn 
(Psa. 65:6); (2) by right of redemption 
(Gal. 3:13); and (3) by gift of the Father 
to Him (John 17:2). 

We know what the world means when 
it.says of a certain person, “He belongs,” 
or “She belongs.” They are referring 
te the fact that that person belongs to 
a certain family, party, group, or clique; 
but.how little we enter into the pre- 
ciousness of the expression, “Ye belong 
to Christ” ! 

Verse 42.—“And whosoever shall of- 
fend one of these little ones that believe 
in me, it is better for him that a mill- 


stone were hanged about his neck, and - 


he were cast into the sea.” This verse 
gives us the’ converse of verse 41, Woe 
be to the person who places a stumbling 
stone in the path of a little one believ- 
ing in the Lord Jesus. Someone has said 
fora person to be at the bottom of the 
sea with a millstone about his neck would 
not necessarily do his soul any harm, but 
to live on the earth to be an occasion of 
sin to others would do one’s soul irrepar- 
able damage. 


Outline of the Lesson 


Since the Lord Jesus Christ places 
all the emphasis upon His name through- 
out this lesson,, the following outline 
should prove to be a very profitable one, 

Receiving in His name (v. 37) 

(1) A little’ one 
(2) The Son 
(3) The Father 


Numbers of people imagine they can 
receive the Father apart from the Son, 
but this verse makes it clear that it is 
by receiving the Son that the Father is 
received. (See also John 14:6; 5:28; 14: 
21; Matt. 11:27.) 

Working in His name (vs. 38, 39). 

No hindrance to be given. 
Following the Lord, not us, is the 
test. 

Giving in His name (v. 41). 

Even the smallest gift shall be re- 
warded. . 
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Last Week's Lessen 


® March 2—Peter’s Confession. 
Mark 8:27 to 8:1 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
16;13-28; Luke 9:18-27; John 6: 
68, 69.) 


Next Week's Lesson 
11. March 16.—Children for Christ. 
Mark 10:13-22 
‘(Supplementary Reading: Mark 10: 
23-31;.. Matthew 19:13-30; Luke 
18 :15-30; Ephesians 6:1-3.) 








(See also Eph. 6:8; Col, 3:23, 24; 
Heb. 6:10.) 

For other things to be done in His 

name see Matthew 28:19; John 16: 24-26; 


-Matthew 18:20; Ephesians 5:20. 


Pointers 


On greatness consider David, who said, 
“Thy gentleness hath made: me grea , 
(Psa. 18:35). 

Consider the virtues of the 
woman” of 2 Kings 4:8-37. 


On humility consider John the Bap- 
tist, who didn’t consider himself worthy 
even to unloose the latchets of the Lord’s 
sandals — and spoke of himself.as but a 
“voice” in the wilderness. (John 1:19- 
34. See also 1 Pet. 5:5, 6.) ; ' 


On charity, or tolerance, consider the 
Apostle Paul, who, instead of forbidding 
those who ‘were preaching Christ “of 
contention, not sincerely,”. supposing to 
add affliction to his bonds, rejoiced to the 
extent that they preached Christ (Phil. 
1: 15-18). 

On thoughtfulness consider the apos- 
tle’s attitude toward the “weak” (1 Cor. 
8:8-13; Rom. 1471-6). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


Quéstions for Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop Bower 


HAT is the significance of the expres- 
sion “in the house’’? (v. 33.) 
2. Service is done in thg Church of 
Christ by a group who get their name from 
the word translated “servant” (v. 35). What 
name is given to the group? 

3. What picture of the loving Saviour does, 
Matk alone give us in the sermon on the 
little child? 

4. How does the pene “one of such 
children” broaden the thought has this .pas- 
sage? 

5. What was John “answering,” in verse 
38? 

6. Why were the disciples wrong in their 
rebuking of the man? 

7. What was the real reason for the dis- 
ciples’ rebuking the man who was casting 
out demons in Christ’s name? 

8. Mark 9:40 and Matthew 12:30 seem to 
contradict each other. How can they be 
reconciled? 

9. What is a closer meaning for the word 
translated “offend” in verse 42? 

10. From what people did Christ get His 
picture of the millstone-drowning?, 


(Answers on page 192) 


“great 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Finpinc Curist’s ANSWERS 


ELLOWS and girls, like the disciples, 

have problems that form barriers to 
a victorious testimony. The disciples 
mistakenly “held their peace” when 
Christ brought them face to face with 
their attitudes, They, like us, fell “short 
of the glory of God” and it embarrassed 
them to have their selfishness disclosed 
in the light of Christ’s fairness and love. 
As we examine our own attitudes may 
God lead us to solutions of His choicé, 
Two situations are pictured in our text 
which are vital to the progress of a 
church or the witness of an individual. 

Question One: Which disciples were 
the most important, and worthy of first 
place? 

Do such questions bother young folks 
now? Do you remember the boy brag, 
the bully, the “show-off”? Do such boys 
come to our church? Can we help them 
to know Christ so that He may help 
them as He helped His disciples? We 
must provide worthy outlets for Chris- 
tian young people through our church 
so. that normal desires for leadership 
and self-expression may be satisfied 
and young people may be given a chance 
to find satisfaction in Christian service. 


187 


‘May our class be known for its interest 


in making places of usefulness for the 
vigorous enthusiasm of active - young 
boys. 

What about girls? Do they, too, crave 
a position of importance, first place in 
the affections of friends, praise and ap- 
plause, service from others as they es- 
cape unpleasant duties? Three mothers 
lately came with complaints about some 
of our church girls who offended their 
daughters. Each mother felt that the 
girls shoved her daughter into a place 
of loneliness. In one case the girl did 
not dress as attractively as the rest, who, 
although they claimed to be Christians, 
were openly unkind. Another girl was 
shy and afraid to take part, so her class- 
mates indifferently neglected her. The 
third girl was more talented and courte- 
ous than her comrades who shunned her 
through a sense of inferiority. May our 
class be known for humble, unselfish, 
Christian consideration for one another, 
even though wethave to give up our 
own way to make another member feel 
welcome and at ease (Mark 9:35-37; 
Phil. 2:3; 1 Pet. 4:8-10). 

Question Two: Were other people 
wrong when they sayy not follow the 
disciples? 

Refer to the editorial, “What Does the 
Times Stand For?” in Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Tumes for April 27, 1946. You 
may not yet have learned the teach- 
ings of your church which conflict with 
those of others, but some day you will, 
and you will wonder who is right. How 
may we come to safe personal conclu- 
sions? Your first beliefs will be founded, 
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no doubt, upon the background of your 
previous knowledge, but when baffling 
questions or doubts arise, do not neg, 
lect them. Unravel them with the help 
of a wise pastor or Christian friend. 
As long as it is convenient to go to 
the church to which you are accustomed, 
if it truly stands for the Gospel, you 
may not need to make an intensive study 
of differences of doctrine, but some of 
you boys and girls are already trying 
to meet this problem of denominational 
teachings. You are in new .commu- 
nities where you must make immediate 
choices. 

What were Christ’s answers to this 
question? According to the Lord Jesus 
it is safe to have fellowship with those: 

Who bear Christian fruit (Mark 9: 
39; Matt. 18:19, 20). 

Who do not deny Christ or the Bible 
(Mark 9:40; Rom. 10:9, 10). 

Who recognize others who “belong to 
Christ” (Mark 9:41; Acts 15:10, 11). 

Who do not “offend” others who strive 
to live for Christ (Mark 9:42; Acts 9:5). 

“As we have ... opportunity,” boys 
and girls, “let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of. the 
household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). 

ALPAuGH, CALIF, 


we 


Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


APPROACH 
OW many of you have younger 
brothers or sisters? Do your 
brothers and sisters want to be saved 
because they know you are? If you 
do not have a younger brother or sister, 
perhaps you have a little neighbor you 
could help. 
Tue Lesson 
In what city is the Lord Jesus in to- 
day’s lesson? Who was with Him? Can 
you see the Lord Jesus sitting down 
in. that house’ with His disciples near 
Him? The Lord Jesus had just asked 
them a question and none of them 
wanted to answer. Find the question. 
Now jind what they had been talking 
about. The Lord had to teach them that 
they should not try to get the best for 
themselves. They must learn to think of 
others if they were going to follow Him. 
Can you see the Lord Jesus pick up 
a child and go on talking with the child 
in His arms? What did He say in verse 
37? in verse 42? Are we helping the 
little ones or are we hindering them? 
‘One Sunday a girl in my class asked me 
to pray for her.family and for her, too. 
She was the only Chirstian in her home. 
The younger children did a lot of quar- 
reling. Helen scolded-them for it, but 
that only made them worse. Helen 
wanted to help the younger ones. She 
said, “I know they won’t believe in the 
Lord if I am cross and disagreeable. 
Please pray that I may be kind and pa- 
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tient and that I may show them by the 
way I act that it 4s a wonderful thing 
to be a Christian.” The Lord answered 
Helen’s prayer. Her brothers and sisters 
saw that she really was trying to please 
the Lord. She did not try to get the 
best for herself. Instead she tried to 
help them, and she was kind and patient. 

Helen slept with one of her younger 
sisters. What do you think Helen did 
every night before she got into bed? 
One night when Helen got up from her 
knees her sister said, “I wish I could 
be a Christian like you.” Helen sat on 
the side of her bed and told her younger 
sister how the Lord Jesus carmie down 
into this world tordie for our sins. Then 
she said, “Do you want to accept the 
Lord Jesus tonight?” Her sister said, 
“Yes.” Then Helen said, “Let’s tell the 
Lord so.” They both knelt down. and 
Helen’s sister told the Lord that she 
wanted Him to be her Saviour, too. Now 
they both serve the Lord together. And 
He is a very wonderful Master. 

The Lord is always watching for a 
chance to reward His children for some- 
thing. What easy little job has the Lord 


promised to reward in verse 417 


ConcLusION 
Are you serving the Lord by being 
a blessing in your home? Do you try 
to get the best of everything for/your- 
self or do you think of others? Have 
you seen joy written this way? 


J esus first 

O thers next 

¥ ourself last 
That really is the way to have joy. If 
Helen could have grabbed the ‘biggest 
piece of cake every day, it would not 
have made her happy. But when her 
sister was saved she said, “I am so happy 
I hardly know what to do.” 

ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 
Let us each choose a younger child in 
the Sunday school to help. Some of 
the little ones have no one at home to 
help them follow the Lord. Pray for 
the one you*have chosen. Tell him every 
Sunday you are glad he is here. If he 
is absent find out what is the matter. 
Try to help him every way you can. 
Then you will be truly serving the Lord. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers . 


By Opel Leonore Gibbs 


Tepic and Scripture: 
Christ’s Little Ones 
(Mark. 9 :33-42) 


ODAY we are going to practice our 

marching song again so we can sing 

it in front of the whole Sunday school. 

(Practice song — as in Lesson for Feb. 

23— and provide new banners. Review 
meaning of “repent” and “believe.”) 

In today’s lesson we find the Lord 
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Jesus Christ and His disciples at Caper- 
naum. That’s a long word—who can 
say it? Let’s all try together. Caper- 
naum is a town near the Sea of Galilee. 
Peter lived there. I am sure Jesus and 
His friends were resting under Peter’s 
shade trees. 

Little children were playing happily 
about. Suddenly the Lord Jesus called 
a wee boy to Him. Perhaps it was 
Peter’s little boy. The child came run- 
ning and Jesus lifted him onto His lap. 

“You must become like this little child 
if you want to go to Heaven,” said Jesus. 

The disciples looked at the boy and 
remembered that childrefr are: quick to 
believe, quick to love, quick to forgive. 

Grown people do not always find it 
easy to believe on Jesus. 

There was once a man who wanted to 
become a Christian. “But I can’t be- 
lieve in God or Jesus or anything,” said 
the poor'man. “Then pray like this,” 
replied his friend. “Say, ‘O God, if there 
is a God, save my soul, if I have a soul.’” 

Wasn’t that a strange way to pray? 
But the poor man did pray like that 
and God helped him to believe. So he 
was saved. 

Then we know how easily little chil- 
dren love. A little boy named Miles 
left his play and ran into the house. 
“What do you want, dear?” asked 
Mother.” “Oh, I.dess want to love you 
a little,” was the sweet reply. Children 
know how to love better than older 
people. 

And how quickly children forgive! 
-Elsie was teased, on her way home from 
‘school, by a big, bad boy. One day when 
Elsie came in crying, Mother handed 
her a large, red apple to give to this 
horrid boy. And .do you know, that 
boy never teased her again. 

I’m sure the Lord Jesus told the dis- 
ciples. true stories like these so they 
could understand how they must be like 
little children. 

Then Jesus taught the disciples some- 
thing else. It’s really like going to 
school to follow Jesus, isn’t it? He said 
if any person tried to stop God’s chil- 
dren from being Christians, it would be 
better if a big millstone were tied about 
that person’s neck and he were drowned 
in the sea. 

That is what our Golden Tex} says. 
Shall we learn it now? (Mark 9! 42. Ex- 
plain “milistone.”) 

How many remember the five holy 
things we once named on our fingers? 
God Himself, God’s Book, God’s house, 
God’s day, and God’s people. This les- 
son is about God’s people. Jesus said 
we were never to hinder them the least 
bit on their way to Heaven. 

A Sunday school teacher once asked 
some children how they could live the 
Christian life at school. One answered, 
“By talking good about other folks.” 

And that is the way we can help God’s 
people — by speaking kindly of them al- 
ways; 

Here in ‘the Treasure Chest are little 
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gray millstones. Joan will hand them 
around; and, Dick, you pass the crayons. 
We'll make a red mouth at the top and 
print “Kind Words” at the bottom of each 
stone. When you get home, tell Mother 
and Daddy what the millstone means. 

‘(Explain further and have the chil- 
dren tell you the meaning. If there is 
time, take from the Treasure Chest a 
bottle of thinned butter color. Show 
how this stain is like that on the fin- 
gers of cigarette smokers. One who 
judged wrongly about such stains, and 
told others they were from smoking, 
would be a millstone candidate. Such 
illustrations might first be told, then 
acted out.) 


Forestvitzz, N. Y. 
we 


‘[Mustrating the Lesson 


Leaflets giving, @ list of the lessons for the 
laining the conditions eo apon, wai which 


paid for an 
for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the le lesson, and should 
from earlier “Illustration und 
erence is given to illustrations 
on the —, —— te Because of the 
me 8 Ly ~ a, e, readers ae asked to 
imit tal ‘suben tted on each lesson to 
ns. 


It Hadn’t Occurred to Him.—And who- 
soever shall offend one of these little 
ones that believe in me, it is better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and he were cast into the sea 
(Mark 9:42, Golden Text). The boy 
was standing before the judge of a 
juvenile court charged with a crime that 
had shocked the entire community and 
had brought grief and misery to his par- 
ents. “Where did you,get the idea of 
committing such a deed?” asked the 
judge. “I read it,” replied the lad sim- 
ply, The judge hesitated a moment, then 
turned and addressed the boy’s father, 
“Did you ever take the pains to exam- 
ine the literature your boy was reading?” 
“Why-er, no—that is, it never occur- 
red to me,” responded the man, cut to 
the quick by the question. Who was to 
blame? Do you—teacher, mother, 
father—realize the tremendous influ- 
ence on character building that is rep- 
resented by the literature that is falling 
into the hands of your boys and girls? 
--From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin socal } AED 
Prize illustration. 


No Higher Honor.—Disputed . . . who 
should be the greatest (Mark 9:34). On 
one occasion, when in London, I was 
walking home from a meeting; part of 
the way I was accompanied by the Mar- 
quis of Aberdeen (who had presided) 
and the Lord Bishop of Norwich (who 
had been’ one of the speakers). Being 
an American, and unaccustomed to titles, 
I felt embarrassed as to how I should 
address men of their position. I ex- 
pressed my perplexity, and the Marquis 
replied, “My dear brother, just address 
us as your brethren in Christ. We could 
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have no higher honor than that.” This 
was surely to enter into the spirit of 
what ‘the Lord Jesus taught—From 
“Illustrations of Bible Truth,” by H..A. 
Ironside. Sent by Laura Emerson, 
Marion, Ind. 


The Most Sought Tomb.—And he sat 
down, and called the twelve, and saith 
unto them, If any man desire to be 
first, the same shall be last of all, and 
servant of all (Mark 9:35). An American 


‘businessman and his wife were visiting 


in London. As they entered Westmin- 
ster Abbey the wife asked the verger, 
who. was guiding them, this question, 
“What tomb here is most asked for, 
after that of the Unknown Soldier?” 
“The tomb of David Livingstone,” was 
the verger’s reply. Verily the last shall 
be first. The man.who sought to bury 
himself'in Africa is the most sought 
now among the great dead of Britain’s 
famous men.—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs, J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., 
Can. 


Instead of a Reprimand.—Whosoever 
shall receive one of such children in 
my name, receiveth me (Mark 9:37). 
When: Dr. John Henry Jowett was in 
Newcastle, he inaugurated a children’s 
service in connection with his church. 
At the opening service four boys slyly 


blew their tin whistles in the rear. of. 


the gallery. The. youngsters were 


brought before the preacher in the ves-_ 


try, where they expected a severe repri- 
mand. Much to their astonishment, Dr. 
Jowett asked, “Can’t you play better 
than that on tin whistles?” And before 
they could gather their wits together 
to know how to answer, he added, “I 
must ask Mrs. Jowett to teach you to 
play properly.”. She: undertook to teach 
them; and in a few weeks’ time these 
same lads gave a fine whistle quartet 
at the children’s service, Mrs. Jowett 
accompanying them on the piano. Thus 
they were won and used, and no better 
helpers could be found than these boys 
became.—F rom the King’s Business. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


That Most Discouraging Boy.—Who- 
soever shall receive one of such chil- 
dren in my name, receiveth me (Mark 
9:37). Some years ago a manufacturer 
of Scotland told the Sunday school 


‘teacher of a class of poor boys that he 


would get thern each a new suit of 
clothes. The worst and most unprom- 
ising boy in the class.was_ a lad named 
Bob. _ After a few Sundays he was miss- 
ing. His teacher -hunted him up, ~ but 
found his new clothes torn and dirty. 
The manufacturer gave him a second 
suit, but after attending once or twice, 
Bob again absented himself. Utterly 
discouraged, his teacher reported to the 
manufacturer that they must give him 
up. But he wanted to try-him orfte more, 
and gave him a third suit if he’d prom- 
ise to attend regularly. Bob did promise, 


(Continued on page 192) 
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fifty $1 boxes of FE. y Greet- 
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on the Uniform Lessons 


Union lesson helps 
are Bible-centered, undenomi 
easy to teach and interesting to 
especially for the small 
m sized school with helps for each 
age group. FREE specimens. 


American Sunday-Schoo! Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Ps. 






































Vitalize 


YVOUR MINISTRY WITH 


Gospel : 
SOUND. FILMS : 


These films will help to increase the attend- 
ance and interest in your. church, Sunday 
School, Young People's meetings, and to take 
the Gospel to others. Thousands have been 
converted to Jesus Christ, gone into full-time 
Christian work, and become missionaries, as 
a result of using these fi/ms. 
You will need a Sound Projector 
Write us for a catalog of the remarkable lifetime 
MIR s- wk be poe Projector, with on a dozen new, 
hat make it a joy to 
= Lee longer lt, quieter, ——- 
proof, no oiling, brighter pictures, better sound, 


danger of film p Ea ny we itis the ideal sound we 
ane ‘or for Christian workers. 
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THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE BANQUET 


The Business Men’s Council 
Pocket Testament League, Puc. 


“Holding forth the Word of Life” 
P. ©. Box 515, PHILADELPHIA 5, PA. 


ESTABLISHED IN PHILADELPHIA 1908 — ORGANIZED 1916 — ORIGINAL CHARTER 191'7 
NATIONAL CHARTER 1925 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL NON-SECTARIAN 





February 22, 1947 
Dear Co-Workers in Christ: 


LOOKING BACK :: WE PRAISE HIM Mets» 1946 
We praise Him for millions of Testaments distributed dur- Dering Tore eee 





ing the past thirty years. 

We praise Him fer men of vision and passion who lea out in this great movement ° 
— such men as Charl M. Alexander, Founder; John Wanamaker; Charles G. Trumbull; 
Philip E. Howard, Sr.; J. Lewis Twaddell, and others. For the four living Charter 
Members associated with them who are still active and supporting the work — F. Ms 
Paist ; Joseph M. Steele; E. A. Zeller, Jr.; H. E. Paisley. 

We praise Him fer many early workers whom God has honored. Such men as 
George T. B. Davis, Million Testaments Campaign; George Palmer, Morning Cheer 
Broadcast ;: Wm. Richie, Scripture Gift Mission; Don Falkenberg, Bible Meditation 
League ; Ww. W. Shannon, Moody Bible Institute; Philip E. Howard, Jr., President and 
Editor, Sunday School Times. 


LOOKING AHEAD 33 WE TRUST HIM 

We trust Him for an ever-increasi distribution through 
radio; among men in industry; through neglected rural areas; and 
through Youth for Christ Rallies. — 

We trust Him for the enlistment of hundreds of personal nik 
workers, from among our constituency, to commit men to the Word. = 

We trust Him for enlargi the borders of our new staff 
members. Emerson Pent, our Evangelist, is available for meet- 
ings through this office. ~Ralph Mitchell, Bible teacher of 
England, who visited American and Canadian Bible Conferences 
last summer, will join us in June. Bookings may be made by cor= 
responding with Harry N. Ryner, our business manager. 


LOOKING TO YOU 33 WE WAIT ON HIM 
Prayige that consecrated personal worxers will assist us 
ul 


in the care distribution of Testaments, that those for whom 
Christ died may soon be reached. 
Praying that you will give generously to a faith work that 
God has honored for thirt ears. 
WILL YOU ENABLE US TO PLACE AN ORDER FOR 100,000 TESTAMENTS? de, Me, Insp Dy Neslentl! Petes 
$1.00 will supply 4 — $10.00 will supply 40 — $100.00 ibrowgh 30 consecutng sear —-— 
will supply 400. How many will you supply? THE WORD WORKS! ander, being congratulated by Carl 


_— A son, Executive Secre- 


pends. Se SE Rea ree 








President Copy~-Original ¢ sa Charter, Executive Secretary 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS PAID FOR BY FRIENDS 
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Free Tithing Leaflets 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian minister, Sunday 
school or missionary superintendent, one copy of 
“PROVE ME NOW HEREWITH,” for each family in his 
congregation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 
Tithing before distribution. To secure these leaflets, 
please write, stating denomination and number of leaf- 
lets desired, to 


TITHE 
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A new product for the church, Sunday 
seheel, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
eughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
. the Times advertising columns. It will 


te read them every week. 
807-8 South Flower Street ier 


Los Angeles 14, California 


At YKRAINIAN BIBLE INSTITUTE:23.", 


A number of eager young men and women already in attendance. MANY 
MORE are needed. Missionaries for the millions of Ukrainians, Russians, 
and other Slavs must be provided! 


Foér the peace of the world, these nations must be evangelized! 


You, too, can share in this tremendous task by supporting the UKRAINIAN 
BIBLE INSTT 


$50,000.00 urgently iat bed to carry-on our great work. 
Help us to raise this sum. Get others interested. 

Pray for us! hit ll Work with us! - 8 uk 
Write for information and send your contributions to: 


THE UKRAINIAN MISSIONARY AND BIBLE SOCIETY, Inc. 
James Hominuke, M.A., B.D., General Director 
Dept. ST. . - - - 1509 S. Cuyler Avenue, Berwyn, Iilinois 
% The Ukrainian Bible Institute is located in Saskatoon, Canada 
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Work through us! 





New Opportunities in 
a EATON 
MER scHOOL ber LEGE 


- Summer School provides 
ttunities for many who cannot be accommodated 
during regular who ear (fall enrollment s oleneey filled). New dormi- 
tories enable us to more students this symmer. all scholastic 
warm Christian fellowship. Graduate offerings in theology and 
Ehescian education have been strengthened; pastors, teachers, Christian 
workers can now earn er’s degree in these fields during summer 
sessions. Early application advised. Write for Bulletin. 


June 10-20 Inter Session and Christian Workers I: June 21-July 18 
First Four-Week Term; July 19-August 15 Second Four-Week Term 


DIRECTOR OF THE SUMMER SCHOOL. °.nr tes? ween mn 


Giuing Can Be Increased! 
OFFERING BANK een gant edlrregien 


able for birthday, missionary, and special offerings—and for 
table! A durable glass bank with plastic top and base, aan 


@SECURITY MITE BOXES fTrree sub- 
jects—My Offering: My Easter Offering: My Christmas 
Offering. Heavy cardboard, size 14% by 24% by 3 inches, 
Order by title. 100 boxes, $2.50. 


e INLAY DIME COLLECTORS Size toides, 31, by 51% inches. No. 10D. 
$1.00 in dimes. $1.35 a 100. No. 20D, Holds $2.00 in dimes. $235 a 100, No. 30D, Seats te 
dimes, $3.15 2 100. No, 60D. Holds $6.00 in dimes, 06.00 0: 708, * 

collectors may bring in $16.00 in pennies; $65.00 In nickels; $160 in dimes. No. 1 for pennies or 
dimes. No, 2 for nickels, Order by number and color. $2.25 a 100; $21.50 a 1000. 


















WILLIAM H. DIETZ, Inc. 


10 South Wabash Avenue, Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Illinois 





Februamy 22, 1947 


(Continued from page 189) 


and attended faithfully, and later found 
Jesus as his Saviour. The end of the 
account is that that discouraging boy — - 
that forlorn, ragged. Bob— became the 
Ré@v. Robert Morrison, the great mission- 
ary to China, who translated the Bible 
into the Chinese language, and by so 
doing opened the Kingdom of Heaven 
tc the teeming millions of that country. 
—From “Church of Scotland’s Children’s 
Review.” Sent by Laura Emerson, 
Marion, Ind, 
ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 187) 


1. The very fact that the place is men- 
tioned casually as the house indicates that 
it was the usual stopping place of the Lord 
when He was in Capernaum. 

2. Deacons; the word translated “servant” 
is the Greek diakonos. 

3. Mark tells us that Christ sat down and 
took the little child in His arms. 

4. It shows us that the Lord was not only 
referring to little children, but also to those 
who are young in the faith 

5. Doubtless the words of the Lord as to 
true service and greatness had put a doubt 
in John’s mind as to the wisdom of the 
disciples in rebuking thé man whom they 
had met. Perhaps this man, too, was a child 
in the faith. It may be, then, that, John 
answered the Lord’s words in verse 37 by 
his statement. 

6. They rebuked him not because he did 
not follow Christ, but because he did not 
follow them, 

7. They were jealous of the man: “he fol- 
loweth not us” (v. 38; cf. Luke 9:49, “he 
followeth not with us’’). 

8. “He that is not against us is on our 
part” and “He that is not with me is against 
me” prove that for the one who professes 
to follow Christ there can be ‘no neutral 
ground. In judging ourselves, know that 
if we are not with Him, then we are against 
Him. In judging others, jidge that. those 
who are not against Him are for Him. 

9. The word is from the Greek skandalisee 
from which we get our English word “scan- 
dalize.” It is better translated “cause to 
fall.” 

10. This was not a Jewish punishment, 
but was practiced by the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. The latter had used this. method 
right in Galilee to kill the leaders of an 
insurrection. The huge stone was the kind 
tha: took the strength of a mule to turn 
it at the mill. 


Wesr CoLtinGswoop, N. J. 
we 


Our Daily Trials 


(Continued from second page) 
needed rest Himself; but the disciples 
needed help, and so they woke Him 
with the anxious cry, “Carest thou not 
that we perish?” 

Shall we complain that the. smallest 
favors we ask are disregarded? Think 
of the rough reply which met His gen- 
tle, “Give me to drink”: to say nothing 
of the yet more cruel granting of His 
request when on the cross He said, “I 
thirst!” Were there none in the vast 
city of Jerusalem to prepare a chamber 
for His comfort, even as the Shunammite 
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for Elijah the prophet? Or why did 
He give vent to those reproachful words, 
“The Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head”? 

If one whom we loved and honored 
should ask us to share a burden which 
he was forced to bear, we would not 
shrink from it. Why, then, do we flinch 
when our Lord invites us to share ‘this 
portion of His sufferings? The Chris- 
tian warrior of old refused the golden 
crown, where his Master had borne the 
crown of thorns. Would we have smiles 
and tenderness lavished upon us where 
He met with but frowns and tooks of 
scorn? Would we drink only of the 
sweets. of life when He so partook of 
its bitterness? 

Let us also firmly hold this truth — 
that there is a necessity for every trial 
which besets us; an inevitable “thus it 
must be” for us, even as there was for 
our Lord in His life on earth. One ob- 
ject of all our discipline here is plainly 
this: to cure us of idelatry. Idols of 
one kind and another we are ever set- 
ting up; the saddest of all is the idol 
of self. Until these are dethroned, how 
can it be possible that God can possess 
His own rightful place in our hearts? 
For this He smites our idols, and takes 
away the desire of our eyes. He writes 
failure upon our earthly schemes and 
aspirations, that we may seek and find 
a better and more enduring substance. 
Our beauty He wears away with trou- 
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ble; our labor is without fruit, that we 
may learn the vanity and brevity of 
earthly riches, Even‘in spiritual things 
we sometimes seem ever pressing on, 
but never attaining; yearning, craving, 


but never possessing! Why is. this, but 
that God sees the danger there would 
be in letting the enemy Self gain. any 
advantage? It is safer that we shdéuld 
go on as Gideon’s army did, “faint, yet 
pursuing”; finding nothing in ourselves 
whereon to rest, that we may give the 
homage and allegiance of our whole 
hearts to Him whose alone they are by 
right. . 


And it is not only by smiting our idols 
that God reproves us for idolatry. He 
knows full well that an unseen idol may 
yet hold its place in our hearts. There 
are those who cherish until they idol- 
ize even a memory! Therefore some- 
times God makes our sin bring its own 
punishment; we are chastened by the 
very objects we have dared to idolize. 
This is the unkindness which is indeed 
so hard to bear. We cannot always read 
the meaning of God’s dealings with us. 


Is it not possible that, in the sharpest 


sting from human ingratitude or unkind- . 
ness, He is plainly whispering into our 
ear, “Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols’? 
And now we fight the battle, 
But then shall wear the crown 
Of full and everlasting 
And passionless renown. 
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And none shall there be jealous, 
And none shall there contend; 
Fraud, clamor, guile— what say I? 

All ill, all ill shall end ! 


There grief is turned to pleasure, 
Such pleasure as below 

No human voice can utter, 
No human heart can know ! 


(To be continued) 
we 


Evangelical International 
Lesson List for 1947 


LIST of the Evangelical Interna- 

tional Sunday School Lessons for 
the entire year 1947 has now been pre- 
pared in convenient pamphlet form. 
This list shows the topics for each Sun- 
day, together with the Supplementary 
Readings and the Golden Texts. And, 
in addition, Memory Verses for the Pri- 
mary Department have been suggested. 
It is of a size suitable for pocket or 
purse, and will be of convenience to 
teachers, superintendents, and Sunday 
school workers. The list may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, at ten cents a copy or $1 per 
dozen. Just ask for the 1947 Evangelical 
International Sunday School Lesson List. 
This is, of course, an entirely distinct 
and different lesson list from that pub- 
lished for the International Uniform 
Lessons, which list has already been 
announced, and is still available at the 
same prices as given above. 
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Used German Bibles Wanted 


Old (or new) German-language Bibles, 
large or small, are wanted to give free to 
the poor people of Germany who need 
these so much. Please send Bibles, postage 
paid, to Henry Rusinc, 1054 Ingraham S&t., 
Los Angeles 14, Calif., and they will be sent 
to Germany. Please tell your pastor. 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 9 
2. Witness for Christ Through the Church 


(Matt. 28:19, 20) 
oe alge gr wire eng sao eae gra 
of Christian Endeavor, are 


used by permission. 


T IS possible, under some extraordi- 
nary circumstances, for a person to 
be a sincere Christian without becom- 
ing a member of a Christian church. 
But Christian history and experience 


* both testify to the fact that one can be- 


come a better Christian, and can more 
effectively obey the Lord’s commands 
and witness for Him, by being banded 
together with other believers. Certainly 
it was the practice of believers in apos- 
tolic days to meet together for prayer 
and worship and praise, and for the 
celebration’ of the Lord’s Supper, and 
the Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the 
Hebrews admonishes believers toward 
this end when he says, “Let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love and 
to good ‘works: not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: “and so much the more, as ye 
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The 558 young people who 


are enrolled tuition-free 
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CONDITIONS IN EUROPE. 


tare reported to be desperate. . 


. Those who. will not steal or trade illesallyare 


in real.want. The need of Christians is reaching the point of desperation. Many 
pastors and preachers are lining up at the back doors of American quarters in 
Germany to catch the garbage and take it’home for their children to eat: .. 


We have hundreds of individual names of displaced persons caqueitting. elo 


from Christian America. ; . 


lieve the sufferingg of many men, women, and children.,..Send your contribu- 
tion joyfully because you are able to give, to the’ 


- Your grayers backed up by your gifts will help to re- 
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wee the day approaching” (leh. 16: © 


24, 25). 
& 


Usnally, it is in the church among 
other believers that we have our fitst 
opportunity to witness for Christ when 
we make our first public confession of 
Him as our Saviour and Lord. The im- 
portance’ of a public confession is seen 
in the words of the Lord Jesus, for you 
will remember that He said, “Whoso- 
ever therefore shall confess me before 
men, him. will I confess also before my 
Father which is- in heaven” (Matt. 10: 
32). .In Romans 10:9 and 10 we find, 
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thire heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto right. 
eousness; and with the mouth confes- 
sion is made unto salvation.” 


A second way in which we may wit- 
ness for Christ through the church is 
by means of baptism. Some of us may 
have been baptized when we were quite 
small, having had Christian parents who 
presented us to the Lord and who agreed 
to bring us up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Ldrd, until such time as 
we could decide for ourselves. If, how- 
ever, this rite has not been performed, 
God’s Word makes it plain that we 
should undertake it on our own respon- 
sibility as spon as we have accepted 
the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. Thus, 

becomes our public confession 
of union with the Lord Jesus and of a 
determination to live in newness of life 
with Him. 
ye 


Partaking of the Lord’s Supper is still 
another way ‘in which we may witness 
for Christ in the church. In 1} Corin- 
thians 11:26, we read; “For as often as 
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord’s death till he 
come.” There is, of course, much more 
for the believer in the Lord’s Supper, 
but it is tmportant ‘that we should rec 
ognize that, as we assemble with other 
Christians to partake of it, it is a wit- 
ness to the world of our faith in the 
merits of the death of the Lord Jesus, 
and a testimony that we are looking 
for Him to return®again. 


ye . 
There are many opportunities in our 


‘young people’s group to witness for 


Christ. Our very attendance at these 


‘ meetings says to other young people that 
‘we love Him, and are seeking to serve 


Him. In many yourg people’s groups, 
Consecration Night js still being ob- 
served, when each active member is 
expected to give a word of testimony 
for Christ, either by some verse of Scrip- 
ture that has: proved especially helpful 
recently, or by relating some experi- 
ence in which Christ has proved Him- 
self ‘faithful and true. Our acceptance 
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of leadership, or our partitipation in the 
meetings in other ways, such as playing, 
‘or ‘singing, or reading, if done as unto 
‘Him, will, indeed, witness to others of 
' love for Him. The faithfulness with 
which we discharge our responsibilities 
on any of the work of the committees 
of our young people’s group is a wit- 
ness for Christ: we must be careful, 
however, not to hide behind this kind 
of witnessing or to substitute it for the 
more important word of testimony. 


Do you ever think of your attendance 
at church as an opportunity to witness 
for Christ? All -too often young folk 
seem to feel that they have discharged 
their responsibility when they have at- 
tended their young people’s meeting. 
With one excuse or another, they slip 
away from the church service that fol- 
lows. Often this is, indeed, a very poor 
witness to other young people in the 
neighborhood. In attending the church 
service, young people may show a love for 
the Word of God and a desire to learn 
more about it through the preaching of 
the Word: They likewise have-a great 
opportunity to encourage the pastor ahd 
other spiritual leaders of the: church, 
and to stimulate and help the older 
members, some of whom may have per- 
haps become, weary in. well-doirig, ‘and 
a little disheartened along. the ‘way. 


we 
The whole;hearted support of a sound 
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missionary -program.is another way in 
which we thay witness for Christ in the 
church. ;Some of us, by réason of youth 
or circumstances, are not able to go to 
the foreign field to carry the Good News 
of the Gospel, But by banding together 
with other Christians for prayer, and 
by giving, ‘even of our limited ‘means, 
we can make it possible for others to go, 
and: thus. we.may have-.a vital part in 
witnéssing ‘for Christ in the uttermost 
parts; and among those who have never 
heard. 

In just how many of these opportuni- 
ties of witnessing for Christ through your 
church are you sharing actively today? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





‘Dally Bible Beadings on the International 
‘Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 3 to 9 


ese dt *: 1-8. 
: ._ Humble Service Before God. 
PraYer SvucacestTions: “Do justly . ... 
love mercy : . .-and ... walk humbly 
with thy God.” If we reverse the order 
and put humility first we find that 
mercy and justice naturally follow in 
due course. A humble walk with God 
is the surest way to enjoy the favor of 
God and to put ourselves in the way of 
our greatest service to man. Before 
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honor is humility. God resists the proud 
and gives grace to the humble. We are 
best loved of God and good people when 
we are “clothed with humility.” Pray 
for Youth for Christ International, Inc., 
130 N. Wells St., Chicago 6. 


Tues.—John 18:3-17. 
An Example of Service and eo 
Prayer Succestions: “I have given you 
an example, that. ye should do as I have 
done to you.” Some take this cormmand- 
ment literally, and others take it figura- 
tively. Let not either group despise the 
other since the same Lord is loved and 
remembered afid imitated. Be sure you 
appreciate your Lord’s humility, and that 
this mind is in you that was also in 
Him. Blessed are the meek and lowly 


im heart! Pray for the Young Life Cam- 
paign, 2018 Commerce Street, Dallas 1. 
Wed.—John 1321-30, 
i Jesus Identified His Betrayer. 
Prayer Svuccrestions: “He knew who 
should betray’ him” (v. 11). Our Lord, 
who had endured the deceit and wick- 
edness of Judas, identified him for the 
benefit of His own in the upper room. 
The betrayer had deceived Christ’s dis- 
ciples, but his entire life was open to 
the eyes of Him with whom we all have 
to do. The same discovery Judas made 
of his own wicked character will be the 
experience of all false professors. Great 
and bitter will be the remorse of hypo- 
crites when they come to know their 
true character and doom. Pray for the 
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Monk Who Lived 
Again’ should be given 
the widest circulation.” 


“This is a story of tremendous dramatic power. . 
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Cloth bound in attractive jacket, $1.50,, At your bookstore or 
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Utah Gospel Mission to the Mormons, 
9277 Amesbury Ave.; Cleveland 6. 


Thurs.—Yohn 13:31-38. 
Jesus’ Parting Commandment. 

Prayer Svuecesrions: “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you;.... as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one 
another.” Attention will be paid to our 
Lord’s past commandment by all who 
have the Spirit of God. The sad truth 
is that there are so many carnal Chris- 
tians and so few who are spiritual 
divisions, like those in the Corin 
church, are numerous. Walk in the 
Spirit and you will never promote dis- 
cord. Do not forget your Lord’s part- 
ing words of love. Pray for Youth Gos- 
pel Crusade, Box 111, Wheaton, Ill. 


Fri.—John 21:15-19. Penitent Peter Restored. 


Prayer. Svuccestions: “Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that 
I love thee.” Peter’s days of grief over 
his sins against the Lord prepared him 
to teke the penitent’s place when the 
Lord questioned him about his love. 
Godly sorrow worked repentance that 
never was regretted. In like manner the 
Lord loves us too well to let us get away 
with our sins against Himself. His 
prayers for Peter and for us must be 
answered. And let our prayers often 
ascend to Him for backslidden Chris- 
tians. Pray for Victory Sky Pilots, Inc., 
Winona Lake, Ind. 


Sat.—Matthew 23:1-12. 
Warnings Against Self-Exaltation. 
Prayer Succestions: ‘Whosoever shall 
exalt himself shall be abased; and he 
that shall humble himself shall be ex- 
alted.” Our Lord’s example and teath- 
ing warn us of the peril of pride. Pride 
should have no abode in the heart of 
man. He is a dweller in God’s death 
house, and because of sin must die if 
the Lord tarries. His knowlédge is only 
fragmentary, and His service to God is 
mixed with much earthliness. He came 
into this world empty-handed and will 
leave it the same way: Beasts have as 


much reason, if not more than man, for - 


being puffed up. Of all creatures, man 
should be meek and lowly of heart. 
Pray sor the School Bag League, Room 
729,.107 Broadway, New York City 19. 


Sun—1 Peter 5:5-11. Clothed With Humility. 

Prager Svuccestions: “Be. clothed 
with humility.” Peter speaks to young 
ministers. He notices how seme 
would like to be “lords” in God’s 
Church (and He was never one Him- 
self), and so urges them with in- 
spiréd words to be of a lowly mind. 
Examples to the flock succeed bet- 
ter than “lords” over the flock, for 
God resists the proud and gives grace 
to the humble. The gar 
humility is still the passport into the \, 
greater favor of God and greater 
usefulness to God’s Church. Pray for 
the Algiers Mission Band, Dar Naama, 
El Biar, Algiers, North Africa. 
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